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President’s Report

G

reetings from the sunny south! I hear you Northerners
have had some horrible weather. Can’t say we’re sorry we
missed it!
Hope you all enjoyed the Bockbierfest. We’re looking forward
to the Maitanz on May 17. I’m sure it will be a lot of fun and give
us an opportunity to enjoy that great Gemütlichkeit!
Anyway, I will be back for the next Monthly Meeting on
April 17. Hope to see you there!
Willi Kreuzer, President

Vice President’s Report

W

ell, we’re in full swing for Oktoberfest, and everything is
moving along well.
Unfortunately, the March Oktoberfest Committee meeting
was canceled. There will be a meeting on April 15 at 7 p.m. at the
Syracuse Turners. If you have ideas or are interested in serving
on the Committee, please plan to attend the meeting.
I am happy to report that the entertainment schedule is done
and will be in the May Zeitung.
It’s not too early to start thinking about where you can help
out at Oktoberfest. We will be setting up on Friday, August 15;
the Oktoberfest will be Saturday, August 16 and 17; and we will
tear down on Monday, August 18. More on the times, etc., will
be discussed at the Oktoberfest Meeting on Aprl 15 and will be
in the next Zeitung.
Even though the planning is moving along very well, there is
still plenty of work to be done. So, if you are interested in helping
out, please attend the April 15 Meeting.
If you have any questions about Oktoberfest that I can help
you with, please just give me a call at 675-8321 or attend the Committee Meeting.
Klaus Raith, Vice President

Treasurer’s Report

P

lease attend the next Monthly Meeting on April 17 for a
complete report on our financial status.
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free
to contact me at 622-2658.
Thanks, and see you at the meeting!
Jim Kozlowski, Treasurer

Financial Secretary’s Report

S

orry I missed the last Monthly Meeting, but Florida called!
We have two membership applications to vote on at the
April 17 Monthly Meeting: Heidi Sager of Phoenix, proposed by
Klaus Raith; and Linus Ressler of Phoenix, proposed by Klaus
Raith.
I am working on getting the 2014 stickers together for your
membership cards. Please attend the April 17 Monthly Meeting
to obtain the sticker. They will also be available at all our events.
If you have any friends or family members who would like to
join our great organization, please have them complete a membership application and send it to me along with their $25 check
made out to The German American Society of CNY. My address
is: The German American Society, c/o June Pardue, 692 Idlewood
Blvd., Baldwinsville, NY 13027
Please attend the April 17 Monthly Meeting for a run-down
on our current membership numbers and any new applications.
If you have any questions regarding your dues or membership,
please contact me at 412-1761.
See you at the meeting!
June Pardue, Financial Secretary

From the House Committee

T

he Bockbierfest was a lot of fun! Although we had a smaller
turnout than we’d hoped for (SU was playing that evening),
everyone seemed to be having a great time.
Our next event is the Maitanz on May 17 from 2 to 6 p.m. at
the Liverpool Fire Hall. This is the annual event that we have in
conjunction with the Stein Club. The format is a little different
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CLUB MEETINGS

Oktoberfest Committee Meeting, Turners, 7
Board Meeting, Turners 6
Monthly Meeting, Turners, 7
Oktoberfest Committee Meeting, Turners, 7
Board Meeting, Turners, 6
Monthly Meeting, Turners, 7

UPCOMING EVENTS

Scholarship Night, Turners, 5–9
Maitanz, Liverpool Fire Hall, 2–6

this year. Everyone will be coming at the same time. The Stein
Club members will not be paying admission and will get a wrist
band for their drinks. The admission for all other adults will be
$10, children ages 5–12 will be $5, and under 5 are free. There will
be beverages available at a nominal charge for non–Stein Club
members.
This event will be a covered-dish dinner, so please plan to
bring a covered dish that would be enough for a few people. The
German American Society will provide the ham. The Enzian
Bavarian Quartet will be playing for your listening and dancing pleasure.
I would appreciate reservations. Please make checks out to
The German American Society of CNY (no cash in the mail),
and send to: Brigitte Niebuhr, 319 W. Ostrander Ave., Syracuse,
NY 13205; home 469-5304 or cell 491-3573. Reservations should
be in by May 13.
I am asking the House Committee to please be there by 1 p.m.
to set up and to stay after the event for cleanup.
If you would like more information on the House Committee,
or if you would like to help out, please let me know.
Brigitte Niebuhr, House Committee Chair

Sunshine Lady

A

get-well card went out to Eric Lorenz who is recovering
from surgery. A belated get-well card went to Sheri Nurk.
Unfortunately, I needed to send some sympathy cards over
the past month. A card went to the family of Rolf Schwedes. Our
former president, Henry Pfaff, lost his sister, Ana Kozlawski,
who was also a member. At the March Monthly Meeting we were
informed that Klaus Raith lost his brother-in-law, who lived in
Germany.
Please contact me at 468-4541 to report any illnesses, surgeries, deaths, anniversaries, monumental birthdays, or other events
deserving of a card.
Margaretha Micho, Sunshine Lady

Goethe and Schiller Monument

B

elieve it or not, spring is here! I want to make everyone
aware that there is still an opportunity to purchase a brick
at the Goethe and Schiller Monument. A single brick is $50,
2 bricks are $75, and 3 bricks are $100, with each additional brick
being $30. These bricks can be purchased to honor or memorialize a loved one, friend, organization, etc. Please call me at
451-1848 for further details or to get a form. Forms can also be
obtained at any German American Society event or online at
germanamericanscny.com.
As you may recall, bricks have been sold to help offset the cost
of the Goethe and Schiller Monument Restoration Project that
was a joint venture between the German American Society and
the City of Syracuse a few years ago.
We will also be asking for help to clean up around the bricks
at the monument. If you would like to spend a little time at the
monument doing the spring clean-up, please let me know. Any
help would be appreciated.
Happy spring!
Bob Domachowski, Goethe and Schiller Monument Chair
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German Student Scholarship Night

B

y the time you read this Zeitung, the Scholarship Committee will have met and the Scholarship recipients notified.
This is our 12th Scholarship year, and I am honored and
pleased to remain active in this cherished event. It hardly seems
possible that so much time has gone by and so many wonderful
students have been honored over the years.
The German Student Scholarship Night is on April 28 from
5 to 9 p.m. at the Syracuse Turners, 619 North Salina Street,
Syracuse. Please see the enclosed flyer. If you need directions,
contact the Turners at 471-9851. The cost is $10, which includes
dinner, consisting of tossed salad, bratwurst, franks, sauerkraut,
German potato salad, kuchen, coffee, and tea. The social hour
with snacks is from 5 to 6, dinner 6 to 7 and then entertainment
by the Syracuse Liederverein Chorus and the Enzian Bavarian
Folk Dancers. Klaus Raith will also be playing his zither during
social hour and dinner and may even have a singalong. After the
entertainment, the award ceremony will take place.
Please have your paid reservations sent to Sally Frenza,
4 Commodore Circle, Baldwinsville, NY 13027, by April 21, or you
can make your reservation and payment at the April 17 Monthly
German American Society meeting. Checks should be made out
to The German American Society of CNY.
German Student Scholarship Night is always a great time and
a wonderful way to honor our students and their teachers. This
year we are awarding six $750 scholarships. Two of the scholarships are funded by our member, Dick Schoeck. One of the other
scholarships is partially funded by donations in memory of our
former member, Herb Bauerle, who passed away last year. The
remainder of that scholarship and the other three scholarships
are funded by The German American Society.
If you have any questions about the scholarship program,
please contact me by cell or text at 345-6253 or e-mail at
sallyzf@aol.com.
I am looking forward to seeing you all on April 28 at the
Syracuse Turners!
Sally Frenza, Scholarship Chair

From the Editor

T

his month I want to start with an article that was submitted
by our member, Ken Blechl, containing some of his family
history.

Der Donauschwaben

By the end of the Thirty-Year War (1648), conducted by King Louis
XIV of France, we saw the collapse of the Holy Roman Empire.
The living conditions in areas such as the Rhinelands, Alsace,
Lorraine, Luxembourg, and Pfalz were intolerable. In an attempt
to colonize new lands in southern Hungary, “the breadbasket of
Europe,” the promise of free land, tools, and relief of some taxes
was given to the Germanic people of the war-torn lands. This area
was ruled by the Habsburg Monarchy, which ruled Austria and
Hungary. The Germans left in three waves, between 1718 and 1737,
1744 and 1772, and 1782 and 1787. The trip down the Donau started
in Ulm with most using small boats called Ulmer Schachteln
(Ulm boxes). Upon arriving in Vienna, they were assigned their
new lands in parts of what is now Serbia, Romania, and Croatia.
The total trip down the Donau was approximately 1,000 miles.
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Despite hardships, more than a thousand German villages were
established in southern Hungary.
My family started from the area near Saarbrücken and settled
in Alt Palanka, remaining there from 1765 to 1920, when they
migrated to the United States. There are many Donauschwaben
groups across the U.S. More information can be obtained at
www.donauschwaben-usa.org.
Below are the hardships endured by the three groups who
traveled down the Donau:
Die erste hat den Tod The first encounters death,
Die zweite hat die Not the second need,
Die dritte erst hat Brot only the third has bread.

Oster in Deutschland

Since Easter is almost here, let’s take a look at how it is celebrated
in Germany, and what German customs have become part of our
own celebration. Like many of our Christmas customs, Germany
is also considered the birthplace of such Easter icons as the Osterhase (Easter bunny). German children were told of an Osterhase
who hid eggs and chocolates for them to find on Easter morning.
Immigrants to America, particularly in Pennsylvania, brought
the tradition with them and it spread throughout America.
Germans also hollow out eggs by making a pinhole in the
end of the eggs and blowing out the contents. These eggs are then
beautifully decorated and hung from shrubs and trees during
Easter week.
Another unique custom in some villages of Germany is the
Osterfeuer (Easter fire). For the fire, all the Christmas trees are
gathered and burned in a special place, making a huge bonfire,
clearing away the last signs of winter, and preparing for a bountiful spring.
Easter Monday is also a holiday in Germany. In some villages,
especially in southern Germany, people go out for a candlelit parade (Emmausgang) early in the morning to remember the walks
that Jesus made after his crucifixion and resurrection.
However you choose to celebrate this most holy day, have a
Frohe Ostern!
Remember, if you have a German, Swiss, or Austrian holiday,
tradition, or anything German, Swiss, or Austrian that you would
like me to write about, or if you have an article you would like to
see in print, please let me know.
Sally Frenza, Editor

Members and Friends

Syracuse Liederverein Chorus

We need your help and participation! Sängerfest is coming up
next year and we would like to compete. But we can’t do this
without new members. Some members asked why there have been
no concerts over the past year. The answer is that we need you
to sing with us to help our chorus to take its place again among
the award winners!
The Syracuse Liederverein Chorus is always looking for new
singers of all ages. You don’t need to be able to speak or understand German to join our group. All you need is a love of singing
and the desire to preserve a very important part of German culture: singing. The chorus sings not only German songs, but also
songs in English, and sometimes other languages. It’s really fun!
We are currently regrouping and hope to start rehearsals again
soon. If you would like more information on joining the only
German chorus in our area, please contact George at 475‑0282.
Rehearsals are typically held on Monday evenings at 7 p.m.

Frühlingfest

The Syracuse Turners are holding their first Frühlingfest on
April 5, starting at 4 p.m. There is a choice of Rouladen or a ham
dinner, which will be served from 5:30 to 8 at a cost of $10 at
the door. Advance tickets are available at the bar for $9 until
April 3. Dinner, games, raffles, pull tabs, and fun are the order
of the evening.
So come on down to 619 North Salina Street, Syracuse, on
April 5 and support our Turner friends! If you’d like more information, please call the Turners at 471-9851.

Jazz Vespers

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 873 DeWitt Street, Syracuse, is
hosting Jazz Vespers on April 6 at 5 p.m. The program will feature
well known local jazz vocalist Ronnie Leigh, accompanied by
local jazz musicians. There is no charge, but a free-will offering
will be taken. Following the program, there will be a light supper of soup, bread, dessert, and coffee. For more information or
directions to St. Stephen, please contact the church at 479-9912.

Events at the Utica Männerchor

Located at 5535 Flanagan Road, Marcy. Contact the clubhouse for
more information at 735-5882. Please try to support our friends
in Utica by attending their events.

Your name could be here! $15 for Patrons, $10 for Sponsors,
for one year. Send your check made payable to the
German-American Society of CNY, attn. Sally Frenza,
4 Commodore Circle, Baldwinsville, NY 13027

Contact the Zeitung!
Mail: Sally Frenza, editor, 4 Commodore Circle,
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
Phone: 315-345-6253
E-mail: sallyzf@aol.com

PAT RONS

Charles Anspach  Eric Doell
Sylvia & Rocky Herrmann
Edward Kokernak
Fritz Kucinski  Edward Loos
Barbara Omicinski   Willi Rohrbach
Jim Ryan
Sally Frenza
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Be Part of Our
German Festival
Sept. 15, 2013!
3862 County Road 150
Interlaken, NY 14847
1-800-682-WINE
www.lucasvineyards.com

Pat Mahar
Catering

417 Abell Ave. • Solvay, NY 13209
315-560-9009
chefmahar@ yahoo.com

Richard K. Schoeck
Engineer

Septics and House Plans
N.Y.S. Licensed
Wildlife Rehabilitator

675-3690

  JOSEPH J. ABT & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Edward C. Abt, Jr.
PRESIDENT

144 Martin Street • Syracuse, NY 13208
(315) 455-1611

Alaura’s
Bakery

r
Us fo
Call l Orders (315) 676-7202
a
i
Spec
671 South Main Street

Central Square, NY 13036
Established 1946

Greeneld
Pottery
(315) 446-7101 • fax (315) 445-9442
www.rentingmemories.com
3131 Erie Blvd. E., Dewitt, NY 13214

GANG
MEMORIAL
CHAPEL
Funeral Service
Since 1884
315-463-6161

For Reservations
or Take-Out Call

422-0089

www.danzers.com

BAVARIAN RESTAURANT
Famous Sandwiches, German Specialties,
Seafood, Steak & More
Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch & Dinner
153 Ainsley Dr. (Just Off Brighton)
Customized Parties to 50

Michael Greenfield

4 First Street
Marcellus, NY 13108
315.673.2788
www.greenfieldpottery.com

43298 Seaway Ave., Alexandria Bay, NY 13607

315.482.9306  www.ThousandIslandsWinery.com

Richard Groff

German-American
Society of
Central New York
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P.O. Box 5548
Syracuse, New York 13220-5548
(315) 675-8321 • (315) 437-8746

Cedarvale Maple Syrup

Liehs & Steigerwald Meats
1857 Grant Blvd., Syracuse
Mid-State Door, Inc.
Karl Wiles, President
315-474-2171
Residential
Sales & Service
3769 Pleasant Valley Rd.
Garage
Doors
& Openers Manufacturing Jeweler
4130
Route
31,
Clay
Syracuse, NY 13215
Bridge St., E. Syracuse
315-652-4955
315-469-6422
315-455-5736 5914
www.com.site.com/cedarvale www.liehsandsteigerwald.com edearl@midstatedoor.com 315-449-EGON (3466)
OUR 30TH YEAR!

R E I D & Z U T A N T I N C.

Insurance Consultants
S i n c e 192 9

305 Vine St.•Liverpool, NY 13088

315-463-8501

www.reid-zutant.com
info@reid-zutant.com

Ed Wren

(315) 457-2282
ejwren.com
Ponderosa Plaza
Liverpool, NY
(Behind Heid’s)

Italian Bakery
s
’
o
Mari
Indulge Your Senses…

Breads • Italian Cookies
Bridal Trays • Special-Occasion Cakes
Wedding Cakes • Assorted Fine Pastries
505 N. Main St., North Syracuse, NY 13212
Phone: 315-452-3306 Fax: 315-452-3307
www.mariositalianbakery.com
Phone (315) 635-1624

Nichols Supermarket

First Street, Liverpool, NY
www.nicholsliverpool.com
453-6328 (453-Meat)
Proud to Serve Central New York
for Three Generations

⁄o Dave Gunter
122 Josephine Street
Syracuse, NY 13208
315-289-8145
c

PO Box 18
430 Winter Clove Rd.
Round Top, NY 12473

yerb

BARNES

Memorials
Monu m
ents
REBECCA A.
B. BRUCE
27 Water Street, Baldwinsville, NY 13027

Syracuse Wire and Fence

800-999-7376

2718 James St. • Syracuse, NY 13206
315-463-0621 • lutzmonuments.com
Karl@lutzmonuments.com

Enjoy a True
German Experience!

www.crystalbrook.com

