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President’s Report

T
he October Meeting has come and gone. The atten-
dance could have been better, since we were nominat-

ing new Officers and Board Members for next year. Check 
the slate posted later in this Zeitung and come to the No-
vember 20 Meeting to give them your support.

The German American Society needs the support of all 
its members to move forward and continue to grow and 
present new ideas. This is your organization. There is a loyal 
core of members who attend all the meetings and volunteer 
at our events. But they need your help.

The Volunteer Party was again great and everyone had 
a good time. I’m sorry that many of you volunteers did not 
have the opportunity to go to the party and have a little fun 
and celebrate your accomplishments.

I want to wish everybody a Happy Thanksgiving now, as 
I will be away over the holiday.

Willi Kreuzer, President

Vice President’s Report

N
ow that the Oktoberfest Volunteer Party is over, we 
need to start thinking about next year’s Oktoberfest. 

I’m already working on the dates and will know soon about 
which weekend we will have in August.

The food lines had been discussed at the Oktoberfest 
wrap-up meeting as an area that needs to be improved. 
I am in the process of making arrangements for new grills, 
which will help alleviate some of the problems we experi-
enced this year.

We will further discuss the above information and other 
Oktoberfest plans at our next Oktoberfest Committee Meet-
ing which will probably be in February or March of 2015. I’ll 
have the date posted in the Zeitung at a later time.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or sugges-
tions, please give me a call at 675-8321.

Klaus Raith, Vice President, 
Honorary President & Oktoberfest Chair

Treasurer’s Report

P
lease attend the next Monthly Meeting on November 
20 at 7 p.m. at the Syracuse Turners for a complete re-

port on our financial status. I’m hoping to have the audit 

done and have more information on the financial outcome 
at that time.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at 622-2658.

Thanks, and see you at the meeting!
Jim Kozlowski, Treasurer

Financial Secretary’s Report

T
here are no new-membership applications to post this 
month. However, we had two applications from Okto-

berfest: Jim Brown from DeRyder, and Tom Roerden from 
Syracuse, who were voted into membership at the October 
Monthly Membership Meeting on October 16.

If you have any friends or family members who would 
like to join our great organization, please have them com-
plete a membership application and send it to me along 
with their $25 check made out to The German American 
Society of CNY. My address is: The German American So-
ciety, c/o June Pardue, 692 Idlewood Blvd., Baldwinsville, 
NY 13027.

Just a reminder: The year is quickly coming to an end, 
and it’s time to think about paying your 2015 membership 
dues. They are due on January 1, 2015, and need to be paid 
no later than 1/31/2015 to keep your membership current.

If you have any questions regarding your dues or mem-
bership, please contact me at 412-1761.

See you at the November 20 meeting!
June Pardue, Financial Secretary

From the House Committee

T
he next event is our Christmas Party on Sunday, De-
cember 14, at the Liverpool Fire Hall from 2 to 6. Din-
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ner will be ham, veggies, potatoes, and salad. We will be a 
little short on desserts, so it would really be appreciated if 
those who can would please bring a dessert.

Admission to the party is $12 in advance or $15 at the 
door. Children ages 10 to 15 are $5. Children under 10 are 
free. Please call or e-mail me the ages and names of children 
from babies to 12 years old by November 25 as Santa will be 
bringing them a surprise!

Please send reservations with a check or money order 
made out to the German American Society of CNY by 
December 7 to: Brigitte Niebuhr, 319 W. Ostrander Ave., 
Syracuse, NY 13205. You may call me at 491-2573 if you have 
any questions.

We will also be having our annual auction. If you are able 
to contribute to the auction, it would be great. Donations can 
be baked goods, crafts, a Christmas item, or anything you 
wish to bring. The auction is always a lot of fun and helps us 
raise a few dollars to help offset the cost of the party.

The Enzian Bavarian Quartet will be playing for your lis-
tening and dancing pleasure. I hope to see you all at the party.

Just a reminder: Our activities are open to the public!
If you have any questions about the House Committee 

or our activities, please give me a call at 491-2573.
Brigitte Niebuhr, House Committee Chair

Sunshine Lady

T
his month I am happy to report that I did not send out 
any get-well cards!

Please contact me at 468-4541 to report any illnesses, 
surgeries, deaths, anniversaries, monumental birthdays, or 
other events that are deserving of a card.

Margaretha Micho, Sunshine Lady
From the Editor: Since I received this information from the 
Sunshine Lady, I have been informed that she had surgery a 
few days after our October 16 Monthly Meeting. Mary Pfaff 
sent Margaretha a card from the German American Society.

Election of Officers and Board Members

W
ilhelm Rohrbach headed up the Nominating Com-
mittee. The following slate has been proposed:

Officers: President—Willi Kreuzer, Vice President—
Klaus Raith, Treasurer—Jim Kozlowski, Secretary—
Sally Frenza, Financial Secretary—June Pardue.

Board Members: Bill Nurk, Ken Blechl, Dick Schoeck, 
Sue Foster, Bruce Barnes.
The slate was presented at the October 16 Monthly Meeting 

and will be voted on at the November 20 Monthly Meeting to 
be held at the Turners at 7 p.m. Please attend this important 
meeting and show your support for the candidates!

Goethe and Schiller Monument

I
t is hard to think about it, but Christmas is not that far off. 
Why not buy a brick or 2 or 3 at the Goethe and Schiller 

Monument? What a great Christmas gift that would be for a 
loved one or organization! A single brick is $50, 2 bricks are 
$75, and 3 bricks are $100, with each additional brick being 

$30. Please call me at 451-1848 for further details or to get a 
form. Forms can also be obtained at any German American 
Society event or online at www.germanamericanscny.com.

As you may recall, bricks have been sold to help offset 
the cost of the Goethe and Schiller Monument Restora-
tion Project that was a joint venture between the German 
American Society and the City of Syracuse a few years ago.

If you have any questions about the monument or the 
bricks, please give me a call.

Bob Domachowski, Goethe and Schiller Monument Chair

From the Editor

I 
again want to thank Henry and Mary Pfaff for all 
their help over the years in getting the Zeitung folded, 

labeled, and to the post office, so everyone can read their 
paper each month. I also thank Nancy Crast, who has 
volunteered to take over the task of mailing the Zeitung. 
Thank you, Nancy!

I would also like to thank everyone who sent me get-well 
cards while I have been recuperating after my knee replace-
ment in September.

November is upon us, which provides an opportunity to 
thank our armed forces members both past and present for 
helping to maintain peace in our unsettled world. Please take 
advantage of Veteran’s Day on November 11 to say Thank 
You to a vet. Actually, any time you see a vet is a good time 
to say thanks. You don’t need to wait for a special day.

Thanksgiving is the time for us to reflect on the many 
positive things that have happened to us over the past year 
and to count our blessings. At many family gatherings before 
the blessing is said or one morsel of food is touched, each 
person at the table, including the children, tell one thing that 
happened over the past year they are thankful for. It really 
puts a positive edge on the day and makes us all think about 
our many blessings. We live in a free country; we have a roof 
over our heads and food to eat, friends and family. And, of 
course, we have our wonderful German American Society.

Have a wonderful and Blessed Thanksgiving and think 
about all we have to be thankful for!

Now let’s take a look at how Thanksgiving is celebrated 
in Germany:

Thanksgiving in German Europe has a long tradition, 
but one that is different in many ways from that in America. 
First of all, the Germanic Erntedankfest (“harvest festival 
of thanks”) is primarily a rural and religious celebration. 
When it is celebrated in larger cities, it is usually part of a 
church service and not anything like the big traditional fam-
ily holiday in America. Although it is celebrated locally and 
regionally, none of the German-speaking countries observes 
an official national Thanksgiving holiday on a particular 
day as in the U.S. However, during harvest time, visitors to 
German churches will find a plethora of fruits, vegetables, 
sheaves of grain, and baked goods as decorations around 
the altars. Visitors to market places and fairgrounds will 
often find Erntefeuer (“harvest fires”) and other festivities 
to celebrate this occasion.
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In the regions where wine grapes are grown, Winzer 
(vintners) will present their new wines and allow for a public 
wine-tasting. A Bauernmarkt (farmers’ market) gives visi-
tors the chance to purchase the freshest produce available, 
while the more immediate culinary needs are attended to 
in a Festzelt (party tent), where it can be assumed that some 
of the famous German beer will be available. For, after all, 
what is a German celebration without beer!?

Now a little about a children’s procession before Novem-
ber 11 called Sankt Martinstag (“Saint Martin’s Day”). Chil-
dren walk in procession carrying candlelit lanterns behind 
“Sankt Martin” in his Roman uniform riding Schimmel, a 
white horse. Children of all ages sing songs celebrating the 
life of Martin of Tours. Long before the lanterns go out, the 
final verse of one of the most popular songs rings through 
the German streets:

Ich geh’ mit meiner Laterne,
Und meine Laterne mit mir.
Dort oben leuchten die Sterne,
Hier unten, da leuchten wir.
Mein Licht is aus,
Wir geh’ nach Haus,
Rabimmel, rabimmel, rabum.

The procession often ends up at a huge bonfire, with a 
snack of a St. Martin Weckman, a sweet yeast dough “bread-
man” with raisin eyes and a clay pipe, with hot chocolate for 
the children and heated mulled wine for the “older” children. 
Afterwards, some of the children will go singing door to 
door to be rewarded for the originality of their lanterns as 
well as their singing, with fruit, nuts, and other treats.

Do you have a topic you would like me to write about? 
Or do you have an article you have written and would like 
to see in print? Just let me know.

Sally Frenza, Editor

Members and Friends
Sauerbraten Dinner, November 2
St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 873 Dewitt Street, Syracuse, 
will be holding its 23rd annual Sauerbraten Dinner on 

Sunday, November 2 from 12 to 3. The cost is $9 for adults, $3 
for children 6 to 12, and under 6 are free. The cost includes 
the dinner, coffee, tea, milk, and dessert.

For further information, please contact St. Stephen Lu-
theran Church at 479-9912.
Syracuse Liederverein Chorus
We really need your help and participation! Sängerfest is 
coming up next year and we would like to compete. But we 
can’t do this without new members. The Sängerfest is being 
held in Utica in 2015 and we would like to be a part of it as 
we have so many times in the past.

Some members asked why there have been no concerts 
over the past year. The answer is that we need you to sing 
with us to help our chorus to take its place again among the 
award winners!

The Syracuse Liederverein Chorus is always looking for 
new singers of all ages. You don’t need to be able to speak 
or understand German to join our group. All you need is a 
love of singing and the desire to preserve a very important 
part of German culture: singing. The chorus sings not only 
German songs, but songs in English and sometimes other 
languages. It’s really fun!

We are currently regrouping and hope to start rehearsals 
again soon. If you would like more information on joining 
the only German chorus in our area, please contact George 
at 475-0282. Rehearsals are typically held on Monday eve-
nings at 7 p.m.
Gemütlichkeit
The Syracuse Turners, 619 N. Salina Street, Syracuse, are 
holding their annual Gemütlichkeit on November 7 and 
8, starting at 5:30 p.m. This is a fun-filled event that starts 
off with a Sauerbraten dinner. There are raffles, games of 
chance, pull tabs, music, and a lot of laughs. Please call the 
club at 471-9851 for further details.
Events at the Utica Männerchor
Located at 5535 Flanagan Road, Marcy. You may contact the 
clubhouse at 735-5882. Please try to support our friends in 
Utica by attending their events.

P A T R O N S
Charles Anspach  Eric Doell 

Sylvia & Rocky Herrmann 
Edward Kokernak 

Fritz Kucinski   Edward Loos 
Barbara Omicinski   Willi Rohrbach 

Jim Ryan   The Schaack Family
Sally Frenza

Your name could be here! $15 for Patrons, $10 for Sponsors, 
for one year. Send your check made payable to the  

German-American Society of CNY, attn. Sally Frenza,  
4 Commodore Circle, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
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REBECCA A. B. BRUCE
27 Water Street, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
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Arion Singing Society of Syracuse, Inc.

GANG  
MEMORIAL  

CHAPEL
Funeral Service

Since 1884
315-463-6161

Cedarvale Maple Syrup
OUR 30TH YEAR!

Karl Wiles, President
3769 Pleasant Valley Rd. 

Syracuse, NY 13215 
315-469-6422

www.com.site.com/cedarvale

Liehs & Steigerwald Meats
1857 Grant Blvd., Syracuse 

315-474-2171 
4130 Route 31, Clay 

315-652-4955 
www.liehsandsteigerwald.com

Mid-State Door, Inc.
Residential Sales & Service
Garage Doors & Openers
315-455-5736

edearl@midstatedoor.com

Manufacturing Jeweler
5914 Bridge St., E. Syracuse
315-449-EGON (3466)

Italian Bakery

Indulge Your Senses…

Breads • Italian Cookies 

Bridal Trays • Special-Occasion Cakes 

Wedding Cakes • Assorted Fine Pastries

505 N. Main St., North Syracuse, NY 13212 

Phone: 315-452-3306 Fax: 315-452-3307 

www.mariositalianbakery.com

 
  

Richard Groff

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE
P A I D

SYRACUSE NY 
PERMIT 23

PO Box 18 
430 Winter Clove Rd. 
Round Top, NY 12473

800-999-7376
Enjoy a True  

German Experience!

R E I D  &  Z U TA N T  I N C.
Insurance Consultants

Si n c e 1929
305 Vine St.•Liverpool, NY 13088

315-463-8501
www.reid-zutant.com 
info@reid-zutant.com

Established 1946

BAVARIAN RESTAURANT
Famous Sandwiches, German Specialties, 

Seafood, Steak & More
Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch & Dinner

153 Ainsley Dr. (Just Off Brighton)
Customized Parties to 50

For Reservations 
or Take-Out Call

422-0089
www.danzers.com

Nichols Supermarket
First Street, Liverpool, NY

www.nicholsliverpool.com

453-6328 (453-Meat)

Proud to Serve Central New York 
for Three Generations

Greeneld  
Pottery

Michael Greenfield 
4 First Street 

Marcellus, NY 13108
315.673.2788

www.greenfieldpottery.com

Ed Wren
(315) 457-2282

ejwren.com

Ponderosa Plaza 
Liverpool, NY 

(Behind Heid’s)

  JOSEPH J. ABT & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Edward C. Abt, Jr.
PRESIDENT

144 Martin Street • Syracuse, NY 13208
(315) 455-1611

Syracuse Wire and Fence
c ⁄o Dave Gunter

122 Josephine Street
Syracuse, NY 13208

315-289-8145

Your Ad  

Could Be  

Here!

Pat Mahar
Catering

417 Abell Ave. • Solvay, NY 13209
315-560-9009

chefmahar@yahoo.com

Be Part of Our 
German Festival 
Sept. 14, 2014!

3862 County Road 150 
Interlaken, NY 14847 

1-800-682-WINE
www.lucasvineyards.com

Mario’s

43298 Seaway Ave., Alexandria Bay, NY 13607
315.482.9306  www.ThousandIslandsWinery.com

Richard K. Schoeck
Engineer

Septics and House Plans
N.Y.S. Licensed  

Wildlife Rehabilitator

675-3690

Return Service 
Requested

www.crystalbrook.com

(315) 446-7101 • fax (315) 445-9442
www.rentingmemories.com

3131 Erie Blvd. E., Dewitt, NY 13214

2718 James St. • Syracuse, NY 13206 
315-463-0621 • lutzmonuments.com 

Karl@lutzmonuments.com

BARNES
Memorials

Monuments

Oktoberfest 

Oct. 4, 2014!


