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President’s Report

G
reetings from Deutschland!

I hope you all had a great time at the Maitanz. It 
was a wonderful celebration over here.

It won’t be long now before the Annual Picnic at Camp 
Brockway. You don’t want to miss that event!

I hear the Oktoberfest plans are moving along real well. 
See Klaus’s report for an update.

We’ll be heading back to the States real soon. See you at 
the June Monthly Meeting!

Willi Kreuzer, President

Vice President’s Report

W
ell, we’re in full swing for the 2014 Oktoberfest to be 
held on August 16 and 17 at Long Branch Park from 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Setup will be on August 15 and teardown 
on the 18th.

The next Oktoberfest Committee Meeting will be on 
Thursday, June 12 at 7 p.m. at the Syracuse Turners. If you 
have ideas or are interested in serving on the Committee, 
please plan to attend the meeting.

2014 Oktoberfest Entertainment Schedule
Saturday, August 16
Noon–2 The Liverpool Community Band  

& the Deutscher Gesangverein Men’s Chorus
2–3 Edelweiss Schuhplattlers from  

the Utica Männerchor
2–5 The Twin Magicians—David & Paul Jackman 

Face Painting by Jan Jaeger
3–7 The Enzian Bavarian Band and Dancers

Sunday, August 17
Noon–2 The Liverpool Community Band  

& The Syracuse Liederverein Chorus
2–3 The Edelweiss Schuhplattlers from  

the Utica Männerchor
2–5 The Twin Magicians—David & Paul Jackman 

Face Painting by Jan Jaeger
3–7 The Enzian Bavarian Band and Dancers
7 Raffle and closing ceremonies

It’s not too early to start thinking about where you can 
help out at Oktoberfest, as it is only a little over two months 

away and getting here very quickly. This year, each area 
captain is asked to secure the volunteers for their respective 
areas. Here is the list of captains and their contact infor-
mation. Please contact the captains for more information 
regarding volunteering in their areas:
Money & Tickets: Henry & Mary Pfaff, 437-8746
Setup & Security: Bill Nurk, 487-2472, & Eric Gang, 

479-8281
Kitchen: Brigitte Niebuhr, 469-5304, & Ken Blechl, 

458-6102
Beer & Wine: Mickey & Pat Palumbo, 622-9145
Bakery: Harold Smith, 676-3393
Limburger/Soda/Water: John Ott, 428-8764
Raffle/Advertisement/Promotion: June Pardue, 412-1761
Volunteers: Henry and Mary Pfaff, 437-8746
Parking: Eric Gang, 479-8281
Hospitality: Helene Smith, 673-1002, & Margaretha Micho, 

468-4541
Money Counting: Mary Pfaff, Sue Foster, & Betty 

Huppmann, 437-8746
Grounds Chairman: Bill Nurk

If you want to volunteer but are not sure where, contact 
Henry and Mary Pfaff (437-8746). There will also be  a vol-
unteer form in the July Zeitung.

Even though the planning is moving along very well, 
there is still plenty of work to be done. So if you are interested 
in helping out, please attend the June 12 meeting.

If you have any questions about Oktoberfest that I can 
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CLUB MEETINGS
Jun 12 Oktoberfest Committee Meeting, Turners, 7
Jun 19 Board Meeting, Turners, 6 

Monthly Meeting, Turners, 7
Jul 10 Oktoberfest Committee Meeting, Turners 7
Jul 17 Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 6 

Monthly Meeting, Syracuse Turners 7

UPCOMING EVENTS
Jul 6 Picnic, Camp Brockway, 2–6
Aug 16 & 17 Oktoberfest, Long Branch Park 11–7
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help you with, please just give me a call at 675-8321 or attend 
the Committee Meeting. Thanks.

Klaus Raith, Vice President & Oktoberfest Chair

Treasurer’s Report

P
lease attend the next Monthly Meeting on June 19 for 
a complete report on our financial status.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at 622-2658.

Thanks and see you at the meeting.
Jim Kozlowski, Treasurer

Financial Secretary’s Report

A
t the May 15 Monthly Meeting we had three applica-
tions submitted for membership: Greta Casselmon 

and Donna Casselmon of Cicero, sponsored by Mark Schu-
macher; and JoAnne Barnes of Syracuse, sponsored by 
Bruce Barnes. We will vote on these applications at the 
June 19 Monthly Meeting.

Just a reminder: Guests who pay $15 to attend the An-
nual Picnic can join for the $15 fee. This is the only time 
new members can submit an application without paying the 
usual new-member application fee of $25. The 2015 dues of 
$15 will then need to be paid in January.

Or, if you have any friends or family members who will 
not be attending the picnic but would like to join our great 
organization, please have them complete a membership 
application and send it to me along with their $25 check 
made out to The German American Society of CNY. My 
address is: The German American Society, c/o June Pardue, 
692 Idlewood Blvd., Baldwinsville, NY 13027

Please attend the June 19 Monthly Meeting for a run-
down on our current membership numbers and any new 
applications.

If you have any questions regarding your dues or mem-
bership, please contact me at 412-1761.

See you at the meeting.
June Pardue, Financial Secretary

From the House Committee

T
he Maitanz is over, and I hope everyone who attended 
had a good time. There was a wide variety of food to 

enjoy.
The next event is our Annual Picnic, coming up on July 6 

at Camp Brockway from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. All members are free, 
so please bring your membership cards with you. Guests pay 
$15 at the door and can become a member for their entry fee. 
(See the note in the Financial Secretary’s Report).

The kitchen will be open from 2 to 4. We will serve 
Bratwurst, hot dogs, hamburgers, Sauerkraut, red cabbage, 
and German potato salad. As we have in the past, we ask 
everyone to please bring a dish to pass. Kids 13 to 18 years 
old pay $5. The Enzian Bavarian Quartet will be playing 
for your listening and dancing pleasure. The House Com-

mittee should arrive by 12:30 for setup. See the enclosed flyer 
for more details.

Any questions call Brigitte at 491-2573.
Brigitte Niebuhr, House Committee Chair

Sunshine Lady

P
lease contact me at 468-4541 to report any illnesses, 
surgeries, deaths, anniversaries, monumental birth-

days, or other events deserving of a card.
Margaretha Micho, Sunshine Lady

Goethe and Schiller Monument

B
elieve it or not, it is almost summer. I want to make 
every one aware that there is still an opportunity to pur-

chase a brick at the Goethe and Schiller Monument. A single 
brick is $50, 2 bricks are $75 and 3 bricks are $100, with each 
additional brick being $30. These bricks can be purchased 
to honor or memorialize a loved one, friend, organization, 
etc. Please call me at 451-1848 for further details or get a 
form. Forms can also be obtained at any German American 
Society event or online at www.germanamericanscny.com.

As you may recall, bricks have been sold to help offset 
the cost of the Goethe and Schiller Monument Restora-
tion Project that was a joint venture between the German 
American Society and the City of Syracuse a few years ago.

We also are asking for help to clean up around the bricks 
at the monument. If you would like to spend a little time 
at the monument doing clean-up and maintaining the area 
around the bricks, please let me know. Any help would be 
greatly appreciated.

Happy summer!
Bob Domachowski, Goethe and Schiller Monument Chair

German Student Scholarship Night

I 
have received some wonderful thank-you notes from 
our Scholarship recipients, as well as some great photos, 

that will be entered in the Scholarship Book. One student 
even sent a 5x7 photo of us standing in front of the German 
and American Flags, with Klaus’s zither on the right.

This was our 12th Scholarship year, and what a journey 
it has been! I am honored and pleased to remain active in 
this cherished event. It hardly seems possible that so much 
time has gone by and so many wonderful students have been 
honored over the years.

The students have begun to send in the required college 
documentation, and it is expected that the $850 checks will 
go out in July at the latest to our 6 scholarship recipients.

German Student Scholarship Night is always a great time 
and a wonderful way to honor all our students of German 
and their teachers. These students are our future!

If you weren’t able to attend this year’s Scholarship Night, 
why not plan for April 27, 2015?

If you have any questions about the Scholarship Program, 
please contact me by cell or text at 345-6253 or e-mail at 
sallyzf@aol.com.
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Contact the Zeitung! 
Mail: Sally Frenza, editor, 4 Commodore Circle,  

Baldwinsville, NY 13027 
Phone: 315-345-6253 

E-mail: sallyzf@aol.com

I want to say thank you again to everyone who attended 
the April 28 celebration. Your support of our program is 
really appreciated.

Sally Frenza, Scholarship Chair

Members and Friends
Syracuse Liederverein Chorus
We sang at Scholarship Night, and it felt so good to be 
singing together again. But, to keep going we need your 
help and participation! Sängerfest is coming up next year 
and we would like to compete. But we can’t do this without 
new members.

Some members asked why there have been no concerts 
over the past year. The answer is that we need you to sing 
with us to help our chorus to take its place again among the 
award winners!

The Syracuse Liederverein Chorus is always looking for 
new singers of all ages. You don’t need to be able to speak 
or understand German to join our group. All you need is a 
love of singing and the desire to preserve a very important 
part of German culture: singing.

The chorus sings not only German songs, but also songs 
in English, and sometimes other languages. It’s really fun!

We are currently regrouping and hope to start rehearsals 
again soon. If you would like more information on joining 
the only German chorus in our area, please contact George 
at 475-0282. Rehearsals are typically held on Monday eve-
nings at 7 p.m.
Events at the Utica Männerchor
Located at 5535 Flanagan Road in Marcy, NY. Contact the 
clubhouse at 735-5882. Please try to support our friends in 
Utica by attending their events.

From the Editor

T
his month’s topic is Father’s Day, June 15. Father’s Day 
is a celebration honoring fathers and celebrating father-

hood, paternal bonds, and the influence of fathers in society.
Father’s Day was founded at the YMCA in Spokane, 

Washington, in 1910 by Sonora Smart Dodd. The first cel-

ebration was in the Spokane YMCA on June 19, 1920. Her 
father, who was a Civil War veteran, was a single parent who 
raised six children. After hearing a sermon about Mother’s 
Day in 1909, she told her pastor that fathers should also have 
a holiday to celebrate them.

A bill to accord national recognition of the holiday was 
introduced in Congress in 1913. In 1916, President Woodrow 
Wilson went to Spokane to speak in a Father’s Day celebra-
tion and wanted to make it official. But Congress resisted, 
fearing it would become commercialized (Imagine that!). 
President Calvin Coolidge recommended in 1924 that the 
day be observed by the nation, but a formal proclamation 
was not issued. After two earlier attempts to formally recog-
nize the holiday were defeated in Congress, Maine Senator 
Margaret Chase Smith wrote a proposal in 1957 accusing 
Congress of ignoring fathers for forty years while honoring 
mothers. In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson issued the first 
presidential proclamation honoring fathers, and designating 
the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day. Then, six years later, 
President Richard Nixon signed it into law. And you know 
the rest of the story: neckties, cookouts, etc.

Now, let’s fast forward to Germany. In Germany, Father’s 
Day (Vatertag) is celebrated on Ascension Day (the Thursday 
40 days after Easter) and is a federal holiday. It is also called 
Men’s Day (Männertag), or Gentlemen’s Day (Herrentag). 
This is the day when the men get to do whatever they want. 
Many of the men pull their small wagons, Bollerwagen, filled 
with wine or beer, and have a great time sharing the day and 
having some great male bonding.

P A T R O N S
Charles Anspach  Eric Doell 

Sylvia & Rocky Herrmann 
Edward Kokernak 

Fritz Kucinski   Edward Loos 
Barbara Omicinski   Willi Rohrbach 

Jim Ryan   The Schaack Family
Sally Frenza

Your name could be here! $15 for Patrons, $10 for Sponsors, 
for one year. Send your check made payable to the  

German-American Society of CNY, attn. Sally Frenza,  
4 Commodore Circle, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
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Changing Roles
Father’s Day has been around for more than 100 years. Al-
though the rituals haven’t changed much, the role of dads 
has. Half a century ago, fathers were often aloof authority 
figures for their children. Seldom were they as close with 
their children as in this picture from the 1940s of actor Dieter 
Borsche playing with his sons.

 
Modern Fathers
Today, men in Germany are more involved with the family 
than they were a generation ago. They help with household 
chores these days, which takes some of the pressure off 
partners and mothers, who often have jobs outside of the 
home. In a few instances, the roles have even been swapped 
and the women work, while men stay home, cooking and 
caring for the children.

 
“Top Dad”
Being a modern father can even involve special rewards. Eric 
Freywald, for example—here with his daughter Jette—was 
named Dad of the Year in 2013. A German company awards 

the prize to men who “are there for their children and sup-
port their wives.”

 
New Family Concept
In 2004, Germany changed its adoption laws, extending the 
right to same-sex couples. Since then, the classic concept of 
mother-father-child family has been expanded to a family 
with two fathers, or two mothers.

 
Once a Year
Regardless if a father is “new,” or gay, single, or a tradi-
tional husband and provider: Father’s Day is for all dads to 
celebrate.

So, however you want to celebrate with the fathers in your 
life, give them the recognition they deserve. And have fun!

Remember, if you have a German, Swiss, or Austrian 
holiday, tradition, or anything German, Swiss, or Austrian 
that you would like me to write about, or if you have an ar-
ticle, recipe, or poem you would like to see in print, please 
let me know.

Sally Frenza, Editor



Phone (315) 635-1624 
yerb

REBECCA A. B. BRUCE
27 Water Street, Baldwinsville, NY 13027

German-American 

Society of 

Central New York

P.O. Box 5548 
Syracuse, New York 13220-5548 

(315) 675-8321 • (315) 437-8746
Arion Singing Society of Syracuse, Inc.

GANG  
MEMORIAL  

CHAPEL
Funeral Service

Since 1884
315-463-6161

Cedarvale Maple Syrup
OUR 30TH YEAR!

Karl Wiles, President
3769 Pleasant Valley Rd. 

Syracuse, NY 13215 
315-469-6422

www.com.site.com/cedarvale

Liehs & Steigerwald Meats
1857 Grant Blvd., Syracuse 

315-474-2171 
4130 Route 31, Clay 

315-652-4955 
www.liehsandsteigerwald.com

Mid-State Door, Inc.
Residential Sales & Service
Garage Doors & Openers
315-455-5736

edearl@midstatedoor.com

Manufacturing Jeweler
5914 Bridge St., E. Syracuse
315-449-EGON (3466)

Italian Bakery

Indulge Your Senses…

Breads • Italian Cookies 

Bridal Trays • Special-Occasion Cakes 

Wedding Cakes • Assorted Fine Pastries

505 N. Main St., North Syracuse, NY 13212 

Phone: 315-452-3306 Fax: 315-452-3307 

www.mariositalianbakery.com
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PO Box 18 
430 Winter Clove Rd. 
Round Top, NY 12473

800-999-7376
Enjoy a True  

German Experience!

R E I D  &  Z U TA N T  I N C.
Insurance Consultants

Si n c e 1929
305 Vine St.•Liverpool, NY 13088

315-463-8501
www.reid-zutant.com 
info@reid-zutant.com

Established 1946

BAVARIAN RESTAURANT
Famous Sandwiches, German Specialties, 

Seafood, Steak & More
Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch & Dinner

153 Ainsley Dr. (Just Off Brighton)
Customized Parties to 50

For Reservations 
or Take-Out Call

422-0089
www.danzers.com

Nichols Supermarket
First Street, Liverpool, NY

www.nicholsliverpool.com

453-6328 (453-Meat)

Proud to Serve Central New York 
for Three Generations

Greeneld  
Pottery

Michael Greenfield 
4 First Street 

Marcellus, NY 13108
315.673.2788

www.greenfieldpottery.com

Ed Wren
(315) 457-2282

ejwren.com

Ponderosa Plaza 
Liverpool, NY 

(Behind Heid’s)

  JOSEPH J. ABT & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Edward C. Abt, Jr.
PRESIDENT

144 Martin Street • Syracuse, NY 13208
(315) 455-1611

Syracuse Wire and Fence
c ⁄o Dave Gunter

122 Josephine Street
Syracuse, NY 13208

315-289-8145

Alaura’s  

Bakery

(315) 676-7202 
671 South Main Street 

Central Square, NY 13036

Pat Mahar
Catering

417 Abell Ave. • Solvay, NY 13209
315-560-9009

chefmahar@yahoo.com

Be Part of Our 
German Festival 
Sept. 15, 2013!

3862 County Road 150 
Interlaken, NY 14847 

1-800-682-WINE
www.lucasvineyards.com

Call Us for 

Special Orders

Mario’s

43298 Seaway Ave., Alexandria Bay, NY 13607
315.482.9306  www.ThousandIslandsWinery.com

Richard K. Schoeck
Engineer

Septics and House Plans
N.Y.S. Licensed  

Wildlife Rehabilitator

675-3690

Return Service 
Requested

www.crystalbrook.com

(315) 446-7101 • fax (315) 445-9442
www.rentingmemories.com

3131 Erie Blvd. E., Dewitt, NY 13214

2718 James St. • Syracuse, NY 13206 
315-463-0621 • lutzmonuments.com 

Karl@lutzmonuments.com

BARNES
Memorials

Monuments


