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Please note: Please call either the Syracuse Turners at 315-471-9851 or 
President Dave Gunter at 315-289-8145 if you are not sure whether there 
will be a meeting due to inclement weather.

President’s Report
U

nfortunately, the December Monthly Meeting had to be can-
celed due to inclement weather. I would like to thank everyone 

who continues to attend the Monthly Meetings. Attending the meet-
ings not only provides members with information on what is happen-
ing and planned for our great organization, but also gives everyone a 
chance to present ideas and offer suggestions.

Please plan to attend the January 15 Monthly Membership Meeting 
at 7 p.m. at the Syracuse Turners to obtain information on upcoming 
events. Also, as usual, there will be refreshments afterward for you to 
enjoy while socializing with your friends.

Please remember: If you need anything that I can help you with, 
please feel free to contact me at 315-289-8145. The German American 
Society of CNY is here to support its members. Hope to see you all at 
the January 15 Meeting! Thank you for your support.

David A. Gunter, President

Vice-President’s Report
A 

highlight for me in 2025 was to see our organization meet our 
new-member goal that I set when I took over as Vice President. 

Meeting this goal gave me a real sense of pride in our membership and 
the potential for growth of our great organization. Let’s work together 
and see what we can accomplish in 2026!

If you have any questions or ideas of how to continue to increase our 
membership, please contact me at kraus193701@gmail.com. Thank you 
for helping to keep our organization strong as we forge into the future!

Bob Kraus, Vice President

Treasurer’s Report
I 

truly hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!

I look forward to seeing many of you at our January 15 Monthly 
Membership Meeting at the Syracuse Turners at 7 p.m. As always, 
if you have any questions at all regarding our club’s finances, I will 
be happy to answer them at the meeting. Or you can email me at 
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

Liebe Grüße
James Heckathorne, Treasurer

Financial Secretary’s Report
F

rohes Neues Jahr! Thank you to those who were able to volun-
teer for the Christmas Market at Freight Yard Brewing. It was a 

cold but fun weekend and, as always, the Glühwein was a hit! As the 
Christmas holiday festivities wind down we are looking forward to a 

fun Fasching Party at Freight Yard Brewing on February 21! Alpine 
Al will be providing music in the evening and costumes are encour-
aged! Mark your calendars and join us at the January 15 Monthly 
Meeting to find out more!

We currently have 149 members in good standing and hope to 
keep growing our numbers. In addition to new members, we also 
need to retain our current membership. Please take a moment to pay 
your annual dues and renew your membership now! Dues are $25 for 
an individual and $40 for a household couple. Dues can be paid at the 
membership meeting on Thursday, January 15. You can also send a 
check or money order in the mail. When sending dues, patron, or ad 
payments please clearly indicate what and who your payment is for. If 
you prefer to make your dues payment electronically, please email us 
and we can make arrangements.

We continue to need your attendance at meetings and your par-
ticipation with planning of events, including volunteering to help out. 
You are the backbone of our organization! There has been discus-
sion of future events including an afternoon with the head brewer at 
Bullfinch Brewing and a Maitag Social at VanHassler Brewing. If 
you have any suggestions or ideas about events or if you would like to 
participate and assist with planning of upcoming events please email 
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

Please continue to encourage your circles to join the Society! If you 
have anyone to propose for membership, have the person complete a 
membership application and forward it along with the $25 payment 
for a single membership or $40 for a household couple to The German 
American Society of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. 
Checks need to be made out to The German American Society of CNY. 
Applications can be obtained at any meeting or event or on our website 
at www.germanamericanscny.com. Thanks!

www.germanamericanscny.com

CLUB MEETINGS
Jan 15	 Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 6 

Monthly Membership Meeting, Installation of 2026 
Officers and Board Members, Syracuse Turners, 7 
Monthly Presentation: Member Highlights of 2025

Feb 19	 Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 6 
Monthly Membership Meeting, Turners, 7 
Monthly Presentation: Fasching

Mär 19	 Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 6 
Monthly Membership Meeting, Turners, 7

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS
Feb 21	 Fasching Party at Freight Yard Brewing, Clay
Apr 27	 German Student Scholarship Night

Board of Directors
1 yr: Austin Westphal, Susan Foster, 

Frank Heine, Tina Higgins, Bill Nurk
2 yrs: Eric Gang, Mark Gondeck, Jackie Schneider-Rivette, 

Karl Wuerslin, Willi Rohrbach



If you have any questions about your dues, please contact me at the 
number below. Thank you!

Nadja Allmann, Financial Secretary

House Committee
T

he Annual German American Society Christmas Party held on 
Sunday December 14 at the Syracuse Turners was well attended 

and a lot of fun! The Alpine Al Duo provided a variety of music and 
good entertainment with their great dance music, as well as tradi-
tional and fun Christmas music. The Edelweiss Schuhplattlers from 
Utica once again celebrated with us and entertained with a few of 
their folk dances. Gracie’s bells were a hit!

Santa arrived with gifts for the children, who anxiously waited 
for their names to be called. It was so much fun to watch the happy 
smiles on the children’s faces as they opened their gifts. This year we 
had a children’s corner where they could participate in crafts while 
they waited for Santa.

As usual, we had a fun-filled auction led by our auctioneer Eric 
Gang. The auction was a lot of laughs and helped to bring in revenue 
to help offset the cost of the party.

A huge thank-you goes to the members of the Kraus family, who 
helped set up, cook, serve, and were all-around great helpers. Also, 
Krysa Heckathorne’s hands were busy getting salad, snacks, and other 
offerings ready. When three of the normal kitchen helpers were not 
able to attend, I was quite worried. If not for all the help I received, 
the party would not have gone so well! I can never thank you enough! 
Your help allowed me to spend more time making sure everything ran 
according to plan and that people were having a good time. Thank you 
to Syracuse Turner member Gary Bacon, who opened up early for the 
kitchen crew to get started on the food prep. Thank you also to Nadja 
Allman and Jim Heckathorne, who sat at the door to greet everyone 
and attend to the financial end. To everyone who brought those scrump-
tious desserts and those who helped out in so many ways, you are so 
appreciated! It made the day feel like a family affair and brought such 
happiness. And thank you to everyone who attended the Christmas 
Party and made it a memorable afternoon! If I missed anyone in my 
thank-yous, please let me know. I appreciate you all and feel blessed 
with the opportunity to serve you!

If you would like more information about being on the House 
Committee, please contact Sally at 315-345-6253. We can use your help 
and ideas. Thank you.

Sally Frenza, Brigitte Niebuhr (Member Emeritus) 
and Jackie Schneider-Rivette, House Committee

Installation of 2026 Board Members and Officers
A

t the January 15 Monthly Membership Meeting, the following 
Officers and Board members will be installed for 2026:

President: David Gunter, Vice President: Robert Kraus, Treasurer: Jim 
Heckathorne, Secretary: Sally Frenza, and Financial Secretary: Nadja 
Allmann.
Board Members: Eric Gang, Mark Gondeck, Jackie Schneider-Rivette, 
Willi Rohrbach, an Karl Wuerslin.

Please try to attend the Meeting to lend your support to the members 
who will be leading our organization in 2026.

Sunshine Lady
O

ver the past month we lost a long-time member, volunteer, for-
mer singer, and all-around great person, Goldie Erkila. The 

family requested that a donation be made to the German American 
Society of CNY Scholarship Program by anyone who would like to 
honor Goldie. Her smiling face will be greatly missed. Our condo-
lences to her family and friends. Our address to send a donation is: 
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The German American Society of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 
13220-5548. Please note on your check that it is a donation for the 
Scholarship Program in memory of Goldie Erkila.

Also, Peter Schaack, a former member of the Arion Stein Club and 
the German American Society, recently passed away. He was active 
with our organization for many years. Our condolences go out to his 
family and friends.

Just a reminder: Please report any illnesses, deaths, monumental 
birthdays, anniversaries, etc. to me at 315-468-4541. Thank you.

Margaretha Micho, Sunshine Lady

Scholarship Program
W

e are now looking forward to Scholarship Year 24. The applica-
tions and criteria to apply for a scholarship will be going out to 

the schools this month. Please mark April 27, 2026, on your calendar 
for the 24th Annual German Student Scholarship Night. There will 
be more information in future issues of the Zeitung.

I want to thank everyone who participates in our fundraising efforts 
to help support the Scholarship Program. If you would like to help keep 
our Scholarship Program going strong through a personal donation, 
please send a check or money order made out to The German Ameri-
can Society of CNY. Any amount would be great. Mail your donation 
to: The German American Society of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, 
NY 13220-5548, with a notation that it is for the Scholarship Program. 
Since we are a 501(c)3 not for profit, donations are tax deductible. If you 
would like to know more about the Scholarship Program and how you 
can help, please contact me. I can be reached at 315-345-6253 or email 
sallyzf@aol.com. I look forward to the opportunity to answer any ques-
tions you may have about the Scholarship Program.

Please note: There is an opening on the Scholarship Committee. 
If you are interested in filling this vacancy, or if you would like addi-
tional information, please contact me at the above number. Thank you 
everyone for your continued support!

Sally Frenza, Scholarship Chair

Meeting Presentation Opportunities
A 

big thank-you goes out to everyone who provided a meeting pre-
sentation in 2025. The presentations help to make the meetings 

more than just business! Now is the time for you to get those presen-
tation ideas together for 2026. These presentations are a great way for 
you to highlight your interests, talents, and family activities, so please 
don’t hesitate to volunteer or offer your ideas for a presentation at our 
meetings or by emailing cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

For the month of January, let’s have a group discussion on events in 
our own lives that happened in 2025. It could be a review of a wonderful 
vacation, a family event such as a wedding, monumental birthday, or 
something else of interest to the group; just anything you would like to 
share. If you have pictures or props to go along with what you want to 
talk about, bring them in. This will be fun and give us an opportunity 
to see each other apart from being German American Society members.

Sally Frenza plans to hopefully, finally, give the presentation on 
Fasching in February! The rest of 2026 is open so step right up and 
don’t be shy! Thank you!

From the Editor
B

efore doing a review of 2025, I would like to once again express 
our sincere condolences to the families and friends of our mem-

bers and/or their family members who passed away in 2025: Peter 
Schaack, Goldie Erkila, Henry Beck, John Bligh, Robert Oberst, 
and Horace Willliam Gunter, father of our President Dave Gunter. 
May they all rest in eternal peace.

Now to move on to a review our events from 2025.
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Contact the Zeitung! 
Mail: Sally Frenza, 4 Commodore Cir., Baldwinsville, NY 13027 

Phone: 315-345-6253    E-mail: sallyzf@aol.com

P A T R O N S
Bruce Barnes; Sally Frenza in Memory 
of May Barton; In Memory of Jack and 

Helga Bligh; Bev Loverock Gibbs in Memory 
of Ray & Mary Jane Loverock; Dave Gunter; 

Frank Heine in Memory of Wolfgang & 
Erika Heine; Tina L. Higgins; Udo John; 

Bob & Corinne Kraus in Memory of Willy 
& Virginia Bechteler; John LaLande in 

Memory of Professor George Koenig; 
Ursala Müller; Gerald and Heide Pietsch 

in Memory of the passed Pietsch and 
Huhn family members; Nicholas Pirro; 

Willi Rohrbach; Jackie Schneider‑Rivette 
in Memory of Rohe Schneider, Sr.; 

In Memory of Richard Schoeck

It’s easy to get your name in print in the Zeitung. All you need to do 
is send in a $20 check made out to the German American Society of 
CNY to the Attention of the Editor at The German American Society 
of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. If you would like your 
patron ad to be in honor of or memory of someone, please note that. 
Also, please note Patron on the message line of your check. Thank you 
to our current Patrons, and a reminder that 2026 Patron ad payments 
need to be mailed to the above address by January 31. We need your 
continued support as well as support from new Patrons to keep the 
Zeitung going strong.

Please contact the Editor at 315-345-6253 or email at sallyzf@aol.
com if you have any questions about advertising in the Zeitung, or 
becoming a Patron. Thank you.

Deutsche Zeitung
volume xxiii, issue 1

Published monthly by the  
German-American Society of Central New York 

P.O. Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548

In April we participated in the International Taste Fest, which 
enabled us to raise money toward our Scholarship Program. It also gave 
the community a chance to see that the German American Society of 
CNY is alive and well.

The highlight of April was our 23rd Annual German Student 
Scholarship Night, where we honored our Scholarship recipients as 
well as all students of the German language and their teachers. The 
2025 Scholarship recipients were: Keri Lambert—Baker High School, 
Hiro Havey—Fayetteville-Manlius, Andrew Hoehner—Fayetteville-
Manlius, Sarah Marsden—Mexico High School, and Hannah 
Schultz—Onondaga Central. Each student gave a wonderful speech 
in German and then English. They each were awarded a $1,000 schol-
arship to be used for the college/university they planned to attend in 
the fall of 2025. The celebration also included dinner, music, and folk 
dancing. What fun!

May 2 was a great night for German American Society members and 
friends who attended the Maitag celebration at Van Hassler Brewery. 
Many members were in Trachten and carried their Bier steins, which 
didn’t stay empty for long!

Our 2nd Annual Bowling Event, organized by one of our Board 
members, was held on June 8 at Flamingo Bowl. It was well attended 
and a lot of fun as members, family, and friends tried out their bowling 
skills. Hopefully there will be another one in 2026.

The German-American Society held its Annual Picnic on August 3 
at the Glen Shelter at Long Branch Park. Members and guests enjoyed a 
beautiful day with great food and, of course, wine and Bier. Attendees 
competed in cornhole and a German game of skill brought by Bob 
Kraus. What a fun afternoon it was!

On September 13 and 14 we held our Oktoberfest in partnership 
with Freight Yard Brewing. We had great crowds, made some money 
to support our Scholarship Program, and received several membership 
applications. Everyone who attended looked like they were having a 
great time as witnessed by the smiling faces and laughter. The Syracuse 
Oktoberfest Band and Dancers put on two amazing shows and got 
several of the attendees to join in the dancing and Alphorn playing. 
Hilby the Skinny German Juggle Boy was a big hit. Drew’s Magic & 
Balloons provided entertainment for the children. Some of our German 
student volunteers spent time with creative face-painting and crafts 
with the children. Oktoberfest was two fun-filled days of celebrating 
our German heritage and culture, and all the things that go along with 
it. Ein Prosit!!!

October 18 was an afternoon of Gemütlichkeit as several members 
and friends spent time at Wolff’s Biergarten relaxing with a brew or 
two or another adult beverage. It was a fun time for members to share 
stories and many laughs.

December 6 and 7 brought the Bavarian Christmas Market held in 
partnership with Freight Yard Brewing. It afforded us the opportunity 
to once again raise money toward the Scholarship Program and also 
to make the community aware of our presence.

December 14 was our Annual Christmas Party. The article regard-
ing the Christmas Party is in the House Committee Report.

Thank you to everyone who helped with and attended our events. 
If you have not volunteered or attended our events in the past, please 
plan to make 2026 the year you become more active. Also, thank you 
to CNY Arts for their financial support of our Scholarship Program 
and Oktoberfest.

Do you have a German, Austrian, or Swiss topic you would like me 
to write about? Or do you have an article you have written or found 
and would like to see in print? Or even a recipe? A poem? Just let me 
know. My contact information is in this Zeitung.

Sally Frenza, Editor

Members and Friends
Call the Turners at 315-471-9851 to get all the details for their upcom-
ing events, including cost and hours. You can also get information 
about their hours of operation, and information on how to join their 
organization, as well as how to rent their dining room or bowling alley 
for a special occasion.

Please try to support our Zeitung advertisers when you need the 
types of services they can provide. If you would like to advertise your 
business, the yearly cost is $30 for a single ad and $60 for a double. 
Please send a check made out to the German American Society of 
CNY and include a copy of how you would like your ad to appear to 
the attention of the Editor at The German American Society of CNY, 
PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. Put “AD” on the message 
line of your check. Advertising helps offset some of the cost of the 
Zeitung. Payment reminder letters will be going out to our current 
advertisers soon.
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Enjoy a True German Experience!
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Insurance Consultants
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305 Vine St.•Liverpool, NY 13088

315-463-8501
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Nichols Supermarket
First Street, Liverpool, NY

www.nicholsliverpool.com

453-6328 (453-Meat)

Try Our Store-Made  
Sauerbraten!

  JOSEPH J. ABT & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Edward C. Abt, Jr.
PRESIDENT

265 S. Edwards Ave. • Syracuse, NY 13206
(315) 455-1611

John Besten
jbesten@twcny.rr.com

(315) 436-0696 
(315) 656-2593

Syracuse Oktoberfest  
Band & Dancers

2718 James St. 
Syracuse, NY 13206 

315-463-0621

Buying All Old Items
Contents of Attics, Basements, 

Garages, and Estates
Clean-Outs Done. Junk Hauled.

Asa P. Forbes, Jr.
315-247-8474

619 N. Salina St., Syracuse, NY
315-471-9851

Come  
Join Us!

5 Thurmold Drive 
Manlius, NY 13104 

315-682-6588
William Kraus, Owner

Tessy Plastics Corporation— 
with plants in Auburn, Baldwinsville, 

Elbridge, and Skaneateles—is 
a great place to work and earn 

money and benefits. Please email 
employment@tessy.com. Join us! 

We would love to have you!

ALPINE AL
Al Piatkowski 

Grammy Award Winning Accordionist
Oktoberfest Music: Solo – Duo – Trio

908-963-0828
AlpineAlMusic@gmail.com

Syracuse, NY

SALES•SERVICE•SIGNS•RENTAL
345 PEAT STREET 

SYRACUSE, NY 13210
315-428-9903

Syracuse Wire &  
Fence Works, Inc.

Quality Commercial/ 
Residential Fencing

Custom Iron Fencing, Railings, & Welding

Dave Gunter, President
Cell (315) 289-8145

YOUR AD 
COULD BE 

HERE!


