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Officers

David A. Gunter, President Bob Kraus, Vice President
Jim Heckathorne, Treasurer
Sally Frenza, Secretary
Nadja Allmann, Financial Secretary

Board of Directors
1 yr: Austin Westphal, Susan Foster,
Frank Heine, Tina Higgins, Bill Nurk
2 yrs: Eric Gang, Mark Gondeck, Jackie Schneider-Rivette,
Karl Wuerslin, Willi Rohrbach

President’s Report

& would like to encourage our members to attend the
f\‘Monthly Meetings to obtain information on what is
happening and planned for our great organization. It also
gives everyone a chance to present ideas and offer sugges-
tions. We need each and every one of you to keep our orga-
nization running strong.

Please plan to attend the May 21 Monthly Membership
Meeting at 7 p.M. at the Syracuse Turners. Also, there will
be refreshments for you to enjoy while socializing with
your friends. We would like to have a presentation, so if you
have a topic you would like to discuss, please contact us at
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

Please remember: If you need anything that I can help
you with, please feel free to contact me at 315-289-8145. The
German American Society of CNY is here to support its
members. Hope to see you all at the May 21 Meeting! Thank
you for your support.

DAviID A. GUNTER, President

Vice-President’s Report
ell, our time as snowbirds really flew by. It’s nice to
be back and we're looking forward to seeing many
of you at the May 21 Meeting with those new-member ap-
plications in hand.
If you have any questions or ideas of how to increase our
membership, please contact me at krausi93701@gmail.com.
Thank you for helping to keep our organization strong
as we forge into the future! See you soon!
BoB KRAUS, Vice President

Treasurer’s Report

opefully everyone has paid their 2026 dues ($25 per

person or $40 per couple). With your paid member-
ship you get discounted entry to some events, and free ad-
mission to the annual Club Picnic, which will be held on
July 19. As members, we also encourage you to support the
organization by pitching in to help out with our various
events, especially Oktoberfest (September 12-13). We have
a core group of people doing their best to keep this club
viable. If you have any ideas or suggestions in that regard,
please come to a Monthly Meeting and let us know! As
always, if you have any questions feel free to email me at
cnygermansociety@gmail.com. I will also have a report on

our financial standing at the May 21 Monthly Membership
Meeting.

Liebe GriifSe!
JAMES HECKATHORNE, Treasurer

Financial Secretary
hank you to everyone who came out to the Scholar-
ship Dinner and congratulations again to this year’s
scholarship recipients! We received one new membership
application from Scholarship Night from Stephanie Burke,
who will be proposed for membership at May’s Meeting.

Thank you to everyone who has submitted their dues
payments! We currently have 131 members in good stand-
ing. Thank you to Sally for assisting with making calls to
those who have not yet renewed their membership. We are
still awaiting a couple of dues payments and once those are
received the individuals will be added back to the member-
ship and updated membership numbers will be provided.

Keep an eye on your email and Facebook for updates
on meetings and events! If you have suggestions for
events or would like to assist with planning, please email
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

Finally, please continue to encourage others to join the
Society. To propose a new member, please have them complete
an application and mail it with their payment to: The German
American Society of CNY PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-
5548. Checks should be made out to The German American

CLUB MEETINGS

Mai21 Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 6

Monthly Membership Meeting, 7
Jun18  Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 6

Monthly Membership Meeting, 7
Jul16  Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners

Monthly Membership Meeting, 7
Aug20 Board Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 6

Monthly Membership Meeting, 7

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

Jul 19 Annual Picnic, Glen Shelter at Long Branch Park,

Liverpool
Sep12  Oktoberfest, Freight Yard Brewing, Clay
Sep13  Oktoberfest, Freight Yard Brewing, Clay
Dez13  Christmas Party, Syracuse Turners




Society of CNY. Applications are available at all meetings,
events, or online at www.germanamericanscny.com.
NADJA ALLMANN, Financial Secretary

House Committee
s mentioned in the Treasurer’s Report, the Annual
Picnic is coming up on July 19. It will once again be at
Glen Shelter at Long Branch Park in Liverpool. Thank you
to Jim Heckathorne for securing this date and place for us.
There will be more information at our Monthly Meetings
and in future issues of the Zeitung.

If you would like more information on being on the
House Committee and how you can help out, please contact
Sally at 315-345-6253. Thank you.

SALLY FRENZA, BRIGITTE NIEBUHR (Member Emeritus),
and JACKIE SCHNEIDER-RIVETTE, House Committee

Sunshine Lady
unfortunately, we lost two members this month. Life-
time Member and Past President Karl Von Knob-
lauch. He was very active in our organization’s activities
for many years. He also had the popular German radio
program. The second member was Diane Stadmiller.
Thoughts and prayers go out to the family and friends of
these members.

Just a reminder: Please report any illnesses, deaths,
monumental birthdays, anniversaries, etc. to me at 315-468-
4541. Thank you.

MARGARETHA MICHO, Sunshine Lady

German Student Scholarships Awarded
@ t’s hard to believe that the night when we honor all stu-

dents of German and their teachers is over. These in-
dividuals are recognized by the German American Society
of CNY for their part in helping to preserve our German
heritage, language, and culture, the goal of our Society’s
program. Each recipient’s certificate reads:

[Student’s Name]

Has been awarded a 2026 German American Society of CNY
Scholarship. This Scholarship symbolizes academic achieve-
ment, community involvement, and a continuing effort to
preserve our German Language, Heritage, and Culture.
You are our future!

This year’s recipients of a $1,000 scholarship are: Michael
Edsall, Fayetteville-Manlius: Riley Mulligan, Onondaga
Central; Avery Willis, Mexico.

I know I've said it before, but it doesn’t seem possible that
this was our twenty-fourth year of awarding scholarships,
and I have been fortunate enough to be involved in them
alll German Student Night is an evening that showcases
all the wonderful students of German and is a lot of fun! It
also recognizes our scholarship recipients. Each scholarship
recipient gave an acceptance speech in German and English.
Their command of the German language was great!

Keven Quinn, a scholarship recipient from 11 years ago,
who now teaches German at Fayetteville-Manlius, said a
few words about a great event his students are planning:
Friihlingfest. There’s more information in this Zeitung
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regarding their event. Please try to support these students
and Herr Quinn.

Now for the thank-yous to those who helped put on this
great night. I'd like to thank the kitchen crew, consisting of
Dave Gunter, Tina Higgins, Colleen Kepler, and Jackie
Schneider-Rivette, who prepared the buffet and cleaned
up the kitchen; Krysa Heckathorne and Nadja Allmann,
who sat at the door; the Syracuse Oktoberfest Dancers,
who not only entertained with a few of their dances, but
also got some of the students involved on the dance floor;
John Besten and Ray Sturge of the Syracuse Oktoberfest
Band, who played during the social hour; and Gracie Schell,
who had a cowbell chorus consisting of some of the German
students and others prior to leaving for the night. Thank you
to everyone who helped clean off the tables! I really appreci-
ated the team work!

April 27 was a night that will be remembered for a long
time. Next year is the big one: 25 years; the Silver Anniver-
sary. I'm already starting to think about what kind of special
things we can do to commemorate such a huge accomplish-
ment. I am open to suggestions!

And last but not least, I want to thank everyone who
participates in our fundraising efforts to help support the
German Student and Scholarship Program. If you would like
to help keep our program going strong through a personal
donation, please send a check or money order made out to
The German American Society of CNY. Any amount would
be great. Mail your donation to: The German American
Society of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548,
with a notation that it’s for the German Student Program.
Since we are a 501(c)3 not for profit, donations are tax de-
ductible. If you would like to know more about the German
Student and Scholarship Program and how you can help,
please contact me. I can be reached at 315-345-6253 or email
at sallyzf@aol.com. I look forward to the opportunity to
answer any questions you may.

Please note: There is an opening on the German Student
and Scholarship Committee. If you are interested in filling
this vacancy, or if you would like additional information,
please contact me at the above number. Thank you everyone
for your continued support! Next month I will have pictures
from Scholarship Night.

SALLY FRENZA, Scholarship Chair

Bowling Event
he third bowling event was recently held at Flamingo
Bowl, arranged by one of our Board Members. From
what I understand, we have some bowlers who love to have
a good time with their fellow members. Hopefully next
year again!

Meeting Presentation Opportunities
big thank-you goes out to everyone who provided a
past meeting presentation. The presentations help to
make the meetings more than just business! Now is the
time for you to get those presentation ideas together. These
presentations are a great way for you to highlight your in-
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terests, talents, and family activities, so please don’t hesitate
to volunteer or offer your ideas for a presentation at our
meetings or by emailing cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

The rest of 2026 is open so step right up and don’t be shy!
We are a forgiving audience! Thank you!

From the Editor
&% want to wish a Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers
(\S out there. Hopefully it was a day filled with love and
deep appreciation for the woman who brought you into
this world, or to the woman who is like a mother to you. As
we all know, family is not always by blood. If your mother
is in her heavenly home, thoughts of times past may have
been remembered with love, at times laughter, and maybe
some tears may have been shared with family and friends.
However you celebrated, cherish these times.

As T have mentioned in the past, here is a little bit about
a Bavarian celebration. In Bavaria May 1 is an especially
important day. In Bavarian villages, it has been the custom
for centuries to cut a tall and straight tree a day or two before
May 1, place it in the middle of the village, and decorate it
with a wreath of spring flowers and colorful ribbons. One of
the traditions is to try to steal the maypole of the neighboring
village the night before, and to hold it for ransom, usually
a couple kegs of beer (what a surprise!!). At the same time,

It’s easy to get your name in print in the Zeitung. All you need to do
is send in a $20 check made out to the German American Society of
CNY to the Attention of the Editor at The German American Society
of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. If you would like your
patron ad to be in honor of or memory of someone, please note that.
Also, please note Patron on the message line of your check. Thank
you to our current Patrons, and a reminder that 2026 Patron ad pay-
ments need to be mailed to the above address as soon as possible to
keep your name in print. We need your continued support as well as
support from new Patrons to keep the Zeitung going strong.

Please contact the Editor at 315-345-6253 or email at sallyzf@
aol.com if you have any questions about advertising in the Zeitung,
becoming a Patron, or to check on the status of your 2026 payment.
Thank you.

PATRONS
Bruce Barnes; Sally Frenza in Memory
of May Barton; In Memory of Jack and
Helga Bligh; Bev Loverock Gibbs in Memory
of Ray & Mary Jane Loverock; Dave Gunter;
Frank Heine in Memory of Wolfgang &
Erika Heine; Tina L. Higgins; Udo John;
Bob & Corinne Kraus in Memory of Willy
& Virginia Bechteler; John LaLande in
Memory of Professor George Koenig;
Ursala Miiller; Gerald and Heide Pietsch
in Memory of the passed Pietsch and
Huhn family members; Nicholas Pirro;
Willi Rohrbach; Jackie Schneider-Rivette
in Memory of Rohe Schneider, Sr.;
: In Memory of Richard Schoeck :
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the villagers had to make sure their own maypole was not
stolen by their neighbors.

Another Bavarian tradition is the Maibaumkraxeln
(maypole climbing) contest. In many parts of Bavaria the
guys battle to see who can climb up the shaven and polished
tree trunk the fastest, a task made even tougher by soaping
down the maypole. The goal is to win the Brezeln and Wiirste
(pretzels and sausages) that hang on top of the maypole, and
to impress the girls in the crowd. This must be quite a sight!

Remember, if you have a German, Swiss or Austrian
holiday, tradition, or any topic that you would like me to
write about, or if you have an article you have written and
would like to see in print, just let me know.

SALLY FRENZA, Editor

Members and Friends
Friihlingfest at Fayetteville-Manlius High School

The German students at Fayetteville-Manlius High
School and their teacher, Kevin Quinn, have been working
on a special event to expose the community to some of our
great German culture. They are holding a Friihlingfest on
Saturday, May 30 from 5 to 7 p.M. at the Fayetteville Manlius
High School lower cafeteria and courtyard. The German
Dancers will be there to entertain with some traditional
German folk dances. There will also be German food avail-
able for purchase. Please try to support this wonderful Ger-
man program as it promotes our German heritage, culture,
and language.

Syracuse Turners

Looking for somewhere to have a nice friendly Friday-
night dinner? Why not try out the Syracuse Turners? They
have really great fish and other offerings at a very reasonable
price. They will soon be operating on their summer schedule,
so just give the Syracuse Turners a call at 471-9851 and they
will let you know when they will be serving dinners and
what will be on the menu. They can also provide you with
information on joining their great organization.

Please try to support our Zeitung advertisers when you
need the types of services they can provide. If you would
like to advertise your business, the yearly cost is $30 for a
single ad and $60 for a double. Please send a check made
out to the German American Society of CNY and include
a copy of how you would like your ad to appear to the at-
tention of the Editor at The German American Society of
CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. Put “ad” on
the message line of your check. Advertising helps offset some
of the cost of the Zeitung.

Contact the Zeitung!
Mail: Sally Frenza, 4 Commodore Cir., Baldwinsville, NY 13027
Phone: 315-345-6253 E-mail: sallyzf@aol.com
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