
Deutsche Zeitung
of the German-American Society of Central New York Juni 2026

	 Officers
	 David A. Gunter, President    Bob Kraus, Vice President 
	 Jim Heckathorne, Treasurer 
	 Sally Frenza, Secretary 
	 Nadja Allmann, Financial Secretary

President’s Report

I 
would like to encourage our members to attend the 
Monthly Meetings to obtain information on what is 

happening and planned for our great organization. It also 
gives everyone a chance to present ideas and offer sugges-
tions. We need each and every one of you to keep our orga-
nization running strong.

The Annual Picnic is coming up on July 19 and we 
would like to have a great turnout, as it is a lot of fun! Also, 
Oktoberfest will be here before you know it. The first Com-
mittee Meeting will be Monday, June 15. See the Financial 
Secretary’s Report for more information.

Please plan to attend the June 18 Monthly Membership 
Meeting at 7 p.m. at the Syracuse Turners. As always, there 
will be refreshments for you to enjoy while socializing with 
your friends.

Please remember: If you need anything that I can help 
you with, please feel free to contact me at 315-289-8145. The 
German American Society of CNY is here to support its 
members. Hope to see you all at the June 18 Meeting! Thank 
you for your support.

David A. Gunter, President

Vice President’s Report

I
’m looking forward seeing all those membership ap-
plications coming in! The Picnic is coming up on 

July  19 and what a wonderful time to invite your friends 
and family to attend and become a member for the cost of 
the Picnic!

If you have any questions or ideas of how to increase our 
membership, please contact me at kraus193701@gmail.com. 
Thank you for helping to keep our organization strong as 
we forge into the future! See you at the June 18 Meeting!

Bob Kraus, Vice President

Treasurer’s Report

T
his month I would like to acknowledge the financial 
assistance that the German-American Society has re-

ceived over the past few years from CNY Arts. The mission 
of CNY Arts is to promote, support, and celebrate arts and 
culture in Central New York. They do this by providing 
support and assistance to art and cultural organizations, 

and to individual artists. In our case, the grants we have 
received help us to fund our cultural programming, in-
cluding Oktoberfest and our Cultural Heritage Celebra-
tion, where we award student scholarships. The GASCNY 
is grateful for this support and is pleased to be able to share 
German-American culture with the community. As al-
ways, if you have any questions, feel free to email me at 
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

I will have a report on our current financial status at the 
June 18 Monthly Meeting.

Liebe Grüße!
James Heckathorne, Treasurer

Financial Secretary

T
hank you to everyone who has submitted their dues 
payments! We currently have 142 members in good 

standing. This includes our newest member, Stephanie 
Burke, who was voted into membership at the May Meet-
ing. Please join me in welcoming Stephanie!

Now that Scholarship Season is complete, we turn our 
attention to Oktoberfest planning! There will be an Okto-
berfest Committee Meeting on Monday, June 15, at 7 p.m. 
at Freight Yard Brewing. Anyone who’s interested in sup-
porting the planning of this year’s event is welcome to join. 
If you are interested in joining but are unable to attend this 
first meeting, please email us to be added to Oktoberfest 
Committee email communications. Hope to see you there!

Keep an eye on your email and Facebook for updates 

www.germanamericanscny.com

CLUB MEETINGS
Jun 15	 Oktoberfest Committee Meeting, Freight Yard 

Brewing, 7
Jun 18	 Monthly Membership Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 7
Jul 16	 Monthly Membership Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 7
Aug 20	 Monthly Membership Meeting, Syracuse Turners, 7

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS
Jul 19	 Annual Picnic, Glen Shelter at Long Branch Park, 

Liverpool, 1–5
Sep 12	 Oktoberfest, Freight Yard Brewing, Clay
Sep 13	 Oktoberfest, Freight Yard Brewing, Clay
Dez 13	 Christmas Party, Syracuse Turners

Board of Directors
1 yr: Austin Westphal, Susan Foster, 

Frank Heine, Tina Higgins, Bill Nurk
2 yrs: Eric Gang, Mark Gondeck, Jackie Schneider-Rivette, 

Karl Wuerslin, Willi Rohrbach



on meetings and events! If you have suggestions for 
events or would like to assist with planning, please email 
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

Finally, please continue to encourage others to join 
the Society. To propose a new member, please have them 
complete an application and mail it with their payment 
to: The German American Society of CNY PO Box 5548, 
Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. Or a completed application and 
payment can be brought to a membership meeting. Dues 
are $25 for individuals and $40 for a household couple. Ap-
plications are available at all meetings, events, or online at 
www.germanamericanscny.com.

Nadja Allmann, Financial Secretary

House Committee/Annual Picnic

T
he Annual Picnic is coming up on July 19. It will once 
again be at the Glen Shelter at Long Branch Park in 

Liverpool from 1 to 5 p.m. The Picnic is always a lot of fun. 
There are games and lots of laughs! There is no charge for the 
Picnic for any member in good standing and non-members 
are $25. The $25 can be used to join the German Ameri-
can Society for the remainder of 2026 and 2027. This special 
membership opportunity is open to new members only.

Members are asked to bring a dish or dessert to pass. The 
German American Society will provide the meat, beverages, 
plates, cups, and eating utensils. There will be more infor-
mation at our June 18 Monthly Meeting. Reservations are 
not needed, but if you have any questions about the Picnic, 
please contact Jackie at 315-885-4517.

If you would like more information on being on the 
House Committee, and how you can help out, contact Sally 
at 315-345-6253. Please consider joining the House Committee 
as we can use your help. Thank you.

Sally Frenza & Brigitte Niebuhr 
(Member Emeritus), House Committee

Sunshine Lady

U
nfortunately, one of our Lifetime Members and a For-
mer President, John Seel, recently passed away. Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to his family and friends.
Just a reminder: Please report any illnesses, deaths, mon-

umental birthdays, anniversaries, etc., to me at 315-468-4541. 
Thank you.

Margaretha Micho, Sunshine Lady

German Student Scholarships

I
t’s hard to believe that the night when we honor all stu-
dents of German and their teachers is over. These in-

dividuals are recognized by the German American Society 
of CNY for their part in helping to preserve our German 
heritage, language, and culture—the goal of our Society’s 
program.

We are now looking forward to 2027, which will be the 
25th year of our program. I’m already starting to put some 
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ideas together in my mind for the big celebration. If you 
would like to help out, there is an opening on the Cultural 
Heritage/German Student and Scholarship Committee. If you 
are interested in filling this vacancy, or if you would like ad-
ditional information, please contact me at the number below.

And. last but not least, I want to thank everyone who 
participates in our fundraising efforts to help support this 
worthwhile program. If you would like to help keep our pro-
gram going strong through a personal donation, please send 
a check or money order made out to The German American 
Society of CNY. Any amount would be great. Mail your do-
nation to: The German American Society of CNY, PO Box 
5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548, with a notation that it is for the 
Cultural Heritage/German Student Program. Since we are a 
501(c)3 not for profit, donations are tax deductible. If you would 
like to know more about the German Student and Scholar-
ship Program and how you can help, please contact me. I can 
be reached at 315-345-6253 or email at sallyzf@aol.com. I look 
forward to the opportunity to answer any questions you may.

Thank you everyone for your continued support!
Sally Frenza, Scholarship Chair

Meeting Presentation Opportunities

W
e are still looking for individuals to provide meet-
ing presentations. The presentations help to make 

the meetings more than just business! Now is the time for 
you to get those presentation ideas together. These presen-
tations are a great way for you to highlight your interests, 
talents, and family activities, so please don’t hesitate to vol-
unteer or offer your ideas for a presentation at our meet-
ings or by emailing cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

T
he rest of 2026 is open, so step right up and don’t be 
shy! We are a forgiving audience! Thank you!

From the Editor

T
his month’s topic is Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21. Fa-
ther’s Day is a celebration honoring fathers and cel-

ebrating fatherhood, paternal bonds, and the influence of 
fathers in society.

Father’s Day in America was founded at the YMCA in 
Spokane, Washington, in 1910 by Sonora Smart Dodd and 
first celebrated on June 19, 1910. Her father, who was a Civil 
War veteran, was a single parent who raised six children. 
After hearing a sermon about Mother’s Day in 1909, she 
told her pastor that fathers should also have a holiday to 
celebrate them.

A bill to accord national recognition of the holiday was 
introduced in Congress in 1913. In 1916, President Woodrow 
Wilson went to Spokane to speak in a Father’s Day celebra-
tion and wanted to make it official. But Congress resisted, 
fearing it would become commercialized (Imagine that!). 
President Calvin Coolidge recommended in 1924 that the 
day be observed by the nation, but a formal proclamation 
was not issued. After two earlier attempts to formally recog-
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Contact the Zeitung! 
Mail: Sally Frenza, 4 Commodore Cir., Baldwinsville, NY 13027 

Phone: 315-345-6253    E-mail: sallyzf@aol.com

P A T R O N S
Bruce Barnes; Sally Frenza in Memory 
of May Barton; In Memory of Jack and 

Helga Bligh; Bev Loverock Gibbs in Memory 
of Ray & Mary Jane Loverock; Dave Gunter; 

Frank Heine in Memory of Wolfgang & 
Erika Heine; Tina L. Higgins; Udo John; 

Bob & Corinne Kraus in Memory of Willy 
& Virginia Bechteler; John LaLande in 

Memory of Professor George Koenig; 
Ursala Müller; Gerald and Heide Pietsch 

in Memory of the passed Pietsch and 
Huhn family members; Nicholas Pirro; 

Willi Rohrbach; Jackie Schneider‑Rivette 
in Memory of Rohe Schneider, Sr.; 

In Memory of Richard Schoeck

It’s easy to get your name in print in the Zeitung. All you need to do 
is send in a $20 check made out to the German American Society of 
CNY to the Attention of the Editor at The German American Society 
of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. If you would like 
your patron ad to be in honor of or memory of someone, please note 
that. Also, please note “Patron” on the message line of your check. 
Thank you to our current Patrons, and a reminder that 2026 Patron 
ad payments need to be mailed to the above address as soon as pos-
sible to keep your name in print. We need your continued support as 
well as support from new Patrons to keep the Zeitung going strong.

Please contact the Editor at 315-345-6253 or email at sallyzf@
aol.com if you have any questions about advertising in the Zeitung, 
becoming a Patron, or to check on the status of your 2026 payment. 
Thank you.

Deutsche Zeitung
volume xxiii, issue 6

Published monthly by the  
German-American Society of Central New York 

P.O. Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548

nize the holiday were defeated in Congress, Maine Senator 
Margaret Chase Smith wrote a proposal in 1957 accusing 
Congress of ignoring fathers for forty years while honoring 
mothers. In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson issued the first 
presidential proclamation honoring fathers, and designating 
the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day. Then, six years later, 
President Richard Nixon signed it into law. And you know 
the rest of the story—neckties, cookouts, etc.

In Germany, Father’s Day (Vatertag) is celebrated on 
Ascension Day, the Thursday 40 days after Easter) and is a 
federal holiday. It is also called Men’s Day (Männertag), or 
gentlemen’s day (Herrentag). This is the day when the men 
get to do whatever they want. Many of the men pull their 
small wagons (Bollerwagen) filled with wine or beer, and 
have a great time sharing the day and having some great 
male bonding. Other men like to take a bike ride together. 
On these excursions Bier is allowed, but no sisters, wives, or 
girlfriends! (I bet the ladies have plans of their own!)

If your father is now in his heavenly home, remember 
him in thought by talking about him with others or visiting 
his gravesite. If he is still with you, how about a nice cookout 
for him, a Bier or two, and some family fun? Whatever your 
plans are for Father’s Day, make it a day of celebration.

Remember, if you have a German, Swiss or Austrian 

holiday, tradition, or any topic that you would like me to 
write about, or if you have an article you have written and 
would like to see in print, just let me know.

Sally Frenza, Editor

Members and Friends
Frühlingsfest at Fayetteville-Manlius High School a Success!
From what I’ve heard, the German students at Fayetteville-
Manlius High School and their teacher, Kevin Quinn, 
put together a wonderful Frühlingsfest, which exposed the 
community to some of our great German culture. When 
I spoke with Kevin, he was very pleased with the way the 
evening went and that all their hard work paid off. He said 
that everyone appeared to really enjoy themselves.

A big thank you goes to Kevin Quinn and his students for 
providing the community this opportunity to be involved 
in our German heritage, culture and language!

Syracuse Turners
The Syracuse Turners is holding a Steak Bake and Game 
Night on Saturday, June 20, from 4 to 6 p.m. at their club-
house at 619 N. Salina Street in Syracuse. The cost is $25 for 
members and $27 for others. The menu includes steak, which 
will be grilled in the back parking lot and brought upstairs 
to the dining room, salt potatoes, corn on the cob, rolls, and 
dessert. Tax and tip are included in the price of the meal. 
Deadline for reservations is Thursday, June 18. Please try to 
support the Turners and their events!

The Turners are now operating on their summer sched-
ule and are closed on Sunday and Monday till October. 
Give the Syracuse Turners a call at 471-9851 if you have any 
questions or would like information on joining their great 
organization.

Advertisers
Please try to support our Zeitung advertisers when you need 
the types of services they can provide. If you would like to 
advertise your business, the yearly cost is $30 for a single 
ad and $60 for a double. Please send a check made out to 
the German American Society of CNY and include a copy 
of how you would like your ad to appear to the attention 
of the Editor at The German American Society of CNY, 
PO  Box  5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. Put “ad” on the 
message line of your check. Advertising helps offset some 
of the cost of the Zeitung.
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GANG MEMORIAL  
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Funeral Service
Since 1884

315-463-6161

Liehs & Steigerwald 
Meats

1857 Grant Blvd. 
Syracuse 

315-474-2171 
www.liehsandsteigerwald.com

Mid-State Door
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Sales & Service
Garage Doors &  

Openers
315-455-5736

edearl@midstatedoor.com
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315-449-EGON (3466)
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PO Box 18 
430 Winter Clove Rd. 
Round Top, NY 12473

518-622-3751
Enjoy a True German Experience!
www.crystalbrook.com

R E I D  &  Z U TA N T  I N C.
Insurance Consultants

Si n c e 1929
305 Vine St.•Liverpool, NY 13088

315-463-8501
www.reid-zutant.com 

insurance@reid-zutant.com
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Nichols Supermarket
First Street, Liverpool, NY

www.nicholsliverpool.com

453-6328 (453-Meat)

Try Our Store-Made  
Sauerbraten!

  JOSEPH J. ABT & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Edward C. Abt, Jr.
PRESIDENT

265 S. Edwards Ave. • Syracuse, NY 13206
(315) 455-1611

John Besten
jbesten@twcny.rr.com

(315) 436-0696 
(315) 656-2593

Syracuse Oktoberfest  
Band & Dancers

2718 James St. 
Syracuse, NY 13206 

315-463-0621

Buying All Old Items
Contents of Attics, Basements, 

Garages, and Estates
Clean-Outs Done. Junk Hauled.

Asa P. Forbes, Jr.
315-247-8474

619 N. Salina St., Syracuse, NY
315-471-9851

Come  
Join Us!

5 Thurmold Drive 
Manlius, NY 13104 

315-682-6588
William Kraus, Owner

Tessy Plastics Corporation— 
with plants in Auburn, Baldwinsville, 

Elbridge, and Skaneateles—is 
a great place to work and earn 

money and benefits. Please email 
employment@tessy.com. Join us! 

We would love to have you!

ALPINE AL
Al Piatkowski 

Grammy Award Winning Accordionist
Oktoberfest Music: Solo – Duo – Trio

908-963-0828
AlpineAlMusic@gmail.com

Syracuse, NY

SALES•SERVICE•SIGNS•RENTAL

345 PEAT STREET 
SYRACUSE, NY 13210

315-428-9903
Syracuse Wire &  
Fence Works, Inc.

Quality Commercial/ 
Residential Fencing

Custom Iron Fencing, Railings, & Welding

Dave Gunter, President
Cell (315) 289-8145

Kurt Lester Eric Gang


