
Deutsche Zeitung
of the German-American Society of Central New York Juli 2026

	 Officers
	 David A. Gunter, President    Bob Kraus, Vice President 
	 Jim Heckathorne, Treasurer 
	 Sally Frenza, Secretary 
	 Nadja Allmann, Financial Secretary

President’s Report

W
ell, summer sure is here. The heat has really been something! 
Hope you are staying cool and enjoying some fun times.

Speaking of fun, the Annual Picnic is coming up on July 19 
and we would like to have a great turnout as it is a lot of fun! There 
is a flyer in this Zeitung with more info. Also, Oktoberfest will 
be here before you know it. See the Financial Secretary’s Report 
for more information and date for the next meeting.

Please plan to attend the July 16 Monthly Membership Meet-
ing at 7 p.m. at the Syracuse Turners. As always, there will be 
refreshments for you to enjoy while socializing with your friends.

Please remember: If you need anything I can help you with, 
please feel free to contact me at 315-289-8145. The German Ameri-
can Society of CNY is here to support its members. Hope to see 
you all at the July 16 meeting and the July 19 Picnic! Thank you 
for your support.

David A. Gunter, President

Vice-President’s Report

I
’m looking forward to seeing you all at the next Monthly 
Membership Meeting on July 16 at the Syracuse Turners. 

Please bring your ideas on how to increase our membership and 
have more member participation in our meetings and events.

The Picnic is coming up July 19, and what a wonderful time 
to invite your friends and family to attend and become a member 
for the cost of the picnic!

If you have any questions or ideas of how to increase our 
membership, please contact me at kraus193701@gmail.com. 
Thank you for helping to keep our organization strong as we 
forge into the future!

Bob Kraus, Vice President

Treasurer’s Report

S
ummer is here and for some it’s a slow time. The Club has 
plenty going on, though. We’ve started planning for our 

Oktoberfest, with meetings being held to get everything lined 
up. This month we are having our Picnic at Long Branch Park. 
And, of course, we’ll be holding our regular meetings on the 
third Thursday of each month. So get involved, come to a meet-
ing, join us for Oktoberfest planning, and see everyone at the 
picnic (details for each in this newsletter). As always, if you 
have any questions, feel free to ask at a meeting or email me at 
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

I will have a report on our current financial status at the July 16 
Monthly Meeting.

Liebe Grüße
James Heckathorne, Treasurer

Financial Secretary

I 
hope everyone is enjoying their summer! We currently have 
141 members in good standing. I look forward to seeing 

many of you at the Annual Picnic on Sunday, July 19!
The Oktoberfest Committee met on June 15 to discuss plans 

for this year’s Oktoberfest. The biggest need we will have is for 
volunteers!! Oktoberfest will be the weekend of September 12 and 
13. Mark your calendars and let us know which day you are able to 
donate a few hours of your time to support this wonderful event! 
The next meeting will be Monday, July 13, at 7 p.m. We will be 
meeting virtually and a link will be provided. If you would like 
to participate and are not already part of the Committee, please 
email cnygermansociety@gmail.com to receive the virtual link. 
We would appreciate your input and support!

Keep an eye on your email and Facebook for updates on meet-
ings and events! If you have suggestions for events or would like to 
assist with planning, please email cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

Finally, please continue to encourage others to join the Society. 
To propose a new member, please have them complete an applica-
tion and mail it with their payment to: The German American 
Society of CNY PO Box 5548 Syracuse, NY 13220-5548.

Checks should be made out to The German American So-
ciety of CNY. Applications are available at all meetings, events, 
or online at www.germanamericanscny.com. Or a completed 
application and payment can be brought to a Membership Meet-
ing. Dues are $25 for individuals and $40 for a household couple

Thank you.
Nadja Allmann, Financial Secretary

House Committee/Annual Picnic

T
he Annual Picnic is coming up on July 19. It will once 
again be at the Glen Shelter at Long Branch Park, Liver-

pool, from 1 to 5. The picnic is always a lot of fun. There are 
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Sep 13	 Oktoberfest, Freight Yard Brewing, Clay
Dez 13	 Christmas Party, Syracuse Turners
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always games and a lot of laughs! There is no charge for the 
picnic for any member in good standing and non-members are 
$25. The $25 can be used to join the German American Society 
for the remainder of 2026 and 2027. This special membership 
opportunity is open to new members only who apply at the 
picnic.

Members are asked to bring a dish or dessert to pass. The 
German American Society will provide the sauerkraut, meat, 
beverages, plates, cups, and eating utensils, as well as soda, wine, 
beer, and water. Reservations are not needed, but if you have any 
questions about the picnic, please contact Jackie at 315-885-4517.

If you would like more information on being on the 
House Committee, and how you can help out, contact Sally at 
315-345-6253. Please consider joining the House Committee as we 
can use your help. Thank you.

Sally Frenza, Brigitte Niebuhr (Member Emeritus),  
House Committee

Sunshine Lady
J

ust a reminder: Please report any illnesses, deaths, monu-
mental birthdays, anniversaries, etc. to me at 315-468-4541. 

Thank you.
Margaretha Micho, Sunshine Lady

German Student Scholarships

W
e are now looking forward to 2027, which will be the 25th 
year of our program. I’m already starting to put some 

ideas together in my mind for the big celebration. If you would 
like to help out or have some ideas, just let me know. Also, there 
is an opening on the Cultural Heritage/German Student and 
Scholarship Committee. If you are interested in filling this va-
cancy, or if you would like additional information, please con-
tact me at the number below.

I also want to thank everyone who participates in our fund
raising efforts to help support this worthwhile program. If you 
would like to help keep our program going strong through a 
personal donation, please send a check or money order made 
out to The German American Society of CNY. Any amount 
would be great. Mail your donation to: The German American 
Society of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548, with 
a notation that it is for the Cultural Heritage/German Student 
Program. Since we are a 501(c)3 not for profit, donations are 
tax deductible. If you would like to know more about the Ger-
man Student and Scholarship Program and how you can help, 
please contact me. I can be reached at 315-345-6253 or email at 
sallyzf@aol.com. I look forward to the opportunity to answer 
any questions you may.

Just a reminder: If you have any type of German clothing 
that is in good condition and clean, I could sure use it for the 
clothing booth at Oktoberfest. Any money raised from the sale 
of the clothing goes toward the Scholarship Program. So if you 
are able, please consider a donation.

Thank you everyone for your continued support!
Sally Frenza, Scholarship Chair

Meeting Presentation Opportunities

W
e continue to seek individuals to provide presentations to 
make the meetings more than just business! Now is the 

time for you to get those presentation ideas together. They’re a 
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great way for you to highlight your interests, talents, and 
family activities, so please don’t hesitate to volunteer or offer 
your ideas for a presentation at our meetings or by emailing 
cnygermansociety@gmail.com.

The rest of 2026 is open, so step right up and don’t be shy! We 
are a forgiving audience! Thank you!

From the Editor

S
ince America celebrates its independence on July 4 each 
year, I thought it would be interesting to write about a 

famous German who helped gain that independence.
When you think of a German who made a huge contribu-

tion, the name Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben comes to mind. 
According to the information I read on the internet, Fried-
rich William von Steuben was born on September 17, 1730, in 
Magdeburg, Duchy of Magdeburg, Kingdom of Prussia, Holy 
Roman Empire. He was the son of Royal Prussian Engineer 
Captain Baron William von Steuben and his wife Elizabeth 
von Jagvodin. He was both a Prussian and later an American 
military leader.

Von Steuben served as Inspector General and a Major Gen-
eral of the Continental Army during the American Revolution-
ary War. When he viewed the troops, he found that they were 
lacking in the skills needed to fight the enemy effectively. He is 
credited with teaching the essentials of military drills, tactics, and 
discipline. When George Washington appointed him temporary 
Inspector General, he met with the troops and found that there 
was no order or standard for the layout of the encampment, and 
no standards for sanitation. He established standards that were 
followed for one and a half centuries.

Club Picnic
Sunday, July 19

1 to 5
Glen Pavilion

Long Branch Park
No charge for members.
Guests are $25 and can 

become a member for the 
$25 fee for this event only.

� e German American Society will provide the 
plates, napkins, cups, eating utensils, sauerkraut, 

meat, rolls, soda, water, beer, and wine. Members are 
asked to please bring a salad or a dessert to pass.

Contact Jackie Schneider-
Revette at 315-885-4517 

with any questions

� ere will be a 
sound system with 

German music.

Please bring any outdoor 
games you have to 

add to the fun!



Deutsche Zeitung	 Juli 2026	 3

Contact the Zeitung! 
Mail: Sally Frenza, 4 Commodore Cir., Baldwinsville, NY 13027 

Phone: 315-345-6253    E-mail: sallyzf@aol.com

P A T R O N S
Bruce Barnes; Sally Frenza in Memory 
of May Barton; In Memory of Jack and 

Helga Bligh; Bev Loverock Gibbs in Memory 
of Ray & Mary Jane Loverock; Dave Gunter; 

Frank Heine in Memory of Wolfgang & 
Erika Heine; Tina L. Higgins; Udo John; 

Bob & Corinne Kraus in Memory of Willy 
& Virginia Bechteler; John LaLande in 

Memory of Professor George Koenig; 
Ursala Müller; Gerald and Heide Pietsch 

in Memory of the passed Pietsch and 
Huhn family members; Nicholas Pirro; 

Willi Rohrbach; Jackie Schneider‑Rivette 
in Memory of Rohe Schneider, Sr.; 

In Memory of Richard Schoeck

It’s easy to get your name in print in the Zeitung. All you need to do 
is send in a $20 check made out to the German American Society of 
CNY to the Attention of the Editor at The German American Society 
of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. If you would like 
your patron ad to be in honor of or memory of someone, please note 
that. Also, please note “Patron” on the message line of your check. 
Thank you to our current Patrons, and a reminder that 2026 Patron 
ad payments need to be mailed to the above address as soon as pos-
sible to keep your name in print. We need your continued support as 
well as support from new Patrons to keep the Zeitung going strong.

Please contact the Editor at 315-345-6253 or email at sallyzf@
aol.com if you have any questions about advertising in the Zeitung, 
becoming a Patron, or to check on the status of your 2026 payment. 
Thank you.

Deutsche Zeitung
volume xxiii, issue 7

Published monthly by the  
German-American Society of Central New York 

P.O. Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548

When Congress appointed von Steuben Inspector General, 
he noted that the internal administration had been neglected, 
and no books were kept for supplies, clothing, or men, thus 
allowing for thievery. He enforced strict recordkeeping, which 
resulted in considerable savings to the army. He also drafted a 
progressive training program for the soldiers, which included 
musket and bayonet training. This strict training resulted in the 
Revolutionary soldiers winning many battles and was a large 
part of the Americans winning their independence. Von Steuben 
wrote Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the 
United States, known as “The Blue Book.” This was used by the 
United States Army until 1814, and it affected drills and tactics 
until the Mexican-American War of 1846.

Von Steuben became a US citizen by act of the Pennsylvania 
legislature in March 1784, and later by the New York authorities 
in 1786. After settling in Manhattan and New Jersey, he came 
to upstate New York and settled on a small estate in Oneida 
County near the city of Rome. The land was granted to him for 
his military service. He lived there until he died on November 28, 
1794. He was buried in a grove at what became Steuben Memorial 
State Historic Site.

In September many cities across the United States celebrate 
Von Steuben Day. Participants march, dance, wear German 
costumes, and play German music. Millions of people attend 
nationwide. The Syracuse Deutschegesangverein sang many 
times at the celebration that was held in Steuben, NY. The 

German-American Steuben Parade that is held annually in New 
York City is one of the largest parades there and is traditionally 
followed by an Oktoberfest in Central Park as well as celebra-
tions in the German Section of Manhattan called Yorkville. The 
Von Steuben Parade in Chicago was even featured in the film 
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.

There are several towns and buildings named after him, in-
cluding the Von Steuben Metropolitan High School in Chicago. 
There is a statue of von Steuben in Lafayette Square, just north 
of the White House, in Washington, DC. There have also been 
portrayals of von Steuben in American media, including the 1979 
miniseries The Rebels, the 1984 miniseries George Washington, 
and others. Von Steuben was a large part of our American his-
tory and should be thanked for his contribution to our freedom 
today. Where would the U.S. Army and our country have been 
without his many contributions?

And one other interesting fact: In 1930 the United States 
Postal Service issued a 2-cent postage stamp with von Steuben’s 
picture on it.

Remember: If you have a German, Swiss, or Austrian holiday, 
tradition, or any topic that you would like me to write about, or 
if you have an article you have written and would like to see in 
print, just let me know.

Sally Frenza, Editor

Members and Friends
The Syracuse Turners are now operating on their summer 
schedule and are open Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday for the 
months of July and August. Give them a call at 471-9851 if you 
have any questions or would like information on joining their 
great organization.

The Utica Männerchor is holding its annual Bavarian 
Festival on July 17 from 5 to 10 and on July 18 from 3 to 10 at 
5535 Flanagan Road, Marcy. There will be German food, music, 
dancing, various German and American Biers, basket raffles, 
children’s games, and more. Plus, there’s lots of free parking. 
Contact the clubhouse at 315-735-5882 or visit uticamaennerchor.
com for more details.

Please try to support our Zeitung advertisers when you need 
the types of services they can provide. If you would like to adver-
tise your business, the yearly cost is $30 for a single ad and $60 for 
a double. Please send a check made out to the German American 
Society of CNY and include a copy of how you would like your ad 
to appear to the attention of the Editor at The German American 
Society of CNY, PO Box 5548, Syracuse, NY 13220-5548. Put “ad” 
on the message line of your check. Advertising helps offset some 
of the cost of the Zeitung.
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Enjoy a True German Experience!
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Insurance Consultants
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453-6328 (453-Meat)

Try Our Store-Made  
Sauerbraten!

  JOSEPH J. ABT & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Edward C. Abt, Jr.
PRESIDENT

265 S. Edwards Ave. • Syracuse, NY 13206
(315) 455-1611

John Besten
jbesten@twcny.rr.com

(315) 436-0696 
(315) 656-2593

Syracuse Oktoberfest  
Band & Dancers

2718 James St. 
Syracuse, NY 13206 

315-463-0621

Buying All Old Items
Contents of Attics, Basements, 

Garages, and Estates
Clean-Outs Done. Junk Hauled.

Asa P. Forbes, Jr.
315-247-8474

619 N. Salina St., Syracuse, NY
315-471-9851

Come  
Join Us!

5 Thurmold Drive 
Manlius, NY 13104 

315-682-6588
William Kraus, Owner

Tessy Plastics Corporation— 
with plants in Auburn, Baldwinsville, 

Elbridge, and Skaneateles—is 
a great place to work and earn 

money and benefits. Please email 
employment@tessy.com. Join us! 

We would love to have you!

ALPINE AL
Al Piatkowski 

Grammy Award Winning Accordionist
Oktoberfest Music: Solo – Duo – Trio

908-963-0828
AlpineAlMusic@gmail.com

Syracuse, NY

SALES•SERVICE•SIGNS•RENTAL
345 PEAT STREET 

SYRACUSE, NY 13210
315-428-9903
Syracuse Wire &  
Fence Works, Inc.

Quality Commercial/ 
Residential Fencing

Custom Iron Fencing, Railings, & Welding

Dave Gunter, President
Cell (315) 289-8145

Kurt Lester Eric Gang


